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Joshua 24:1 Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and called for the elders of Israel and for their
heads and their judges and their officers; and they presented themselves before God.

=« Shechem: Ge 12:6 33:18,19 35:4 Jdg 9:1-3 1Ki 12:1

= called: Jos 23:2 Ex 18:25,26

= presented: 1Sa 10:19 Ac 10:33

= Joshua 24 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Related Passages:

Joshua 8:30-35+ Then Joshua built an altar to the LORD, the God of Israel, inMount Ebal, 31 just as Moses
the servant of the LORD had commanded the sons of Israel, as it is written in the book of the law of Moses, an
altar of uncut stones on which no man had wielded an iron tool; and they offered burnt offerings on it to the
LORD, and sacrificed peace offerings. 32He wrote there on the stones a copy of the law of Moses, which he
had written, in the presence of the sons of Israel. 33All Israel with their elders and officers and their judges
were standing on both sides of the ark before the Levitical priests who carried the ark of the covenant of the
LORD, the stranger as well as the native. Half of them stood in front of Mount Gerizim and half of them in
front of Mount Ebal, just as Moses the servant of the LORD had given command at first to bless the people
of Israel. 34 Then afterward he read all the words of the law, the blessing and the curse, according to
all that is written in the book of the law. 35 There was not a word of all that Moses had commanded which
Joshua did not read before all the assembly of Israel with the women and the little ones and the strangers who
were living among them.

Genesis 12:6 Abram passed through the land as far as the site ofShechem, to the oak of Moreh. Now the
Canaanite was then in the land.

Genesis 33:18-20 Now Jacob came safely to the city ofShechem, which is in the land of Canaan, when he
came from Paddan-aram, and camped before the city. 19 He bought the piece of land where he had pitched
his tent from the hand of the sons of Hamor, Shechem’s father, for one hundred pieces of money. 20 Then he
erected there an altar and called it EI-Elohe-Israel.

Genesis 35:4 So they gave to Jacob all the foreign gods which they had and the rings which were in their
ears, and Jacob hid them under the oak which was near Shechem.

Joshua 21:20-21 Then the cities from the tribe of Ephraim were allotted to the families of the sons of Kohath,
the Levites, even to the rest of the sons of Kohath. 21 They gave them Shechem, the city of refuge for the
manslayer, with its pasture lands, in the hill country of Ephraim, and Gezer with its pasture lands,

Joshua 24:25; 32 So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and made for them a statute and an
ordinance in Shechem. (24:32) Now they buried the bones of Joseph, which the sons of Israel brought up
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from Egypt, at Shechem, in the piece of ground which Jacob had bought from the sons of Hamor the father of
Shechem for one hundred pieces of money; and they became the inheritance of Joseph'’s sons.

JOSHUA'S LAST
WORDS TO ISRAEL

See Jensen's chart at top of page - he entitles Joshua 22-24 the (1) Close of Joshua's Life,(2) Consecration, (3) Appeal.

Sidlow Baxter has an interesting summation of the distribution portion of Joshua writing "In these last two chapters, then, the
emphasis is upon the need and the way of continuance. Thus, in this third part of the Book of Joshua, we have:

= Joshua 13-19. Partition of Canaan - faith rewarded.
= Joshua 20. The Cities of Refuge - faith protected.

= Joshua 21. The Levite's portion - faith preserved.

= Joshua 22. The Altar of Witness - faith unifying.

= Joshua 23-24. Farewell of Joshua - faith continuing.

Don Anderson - chap. 23 - Joshua gives a message that has to do with separation from the pagan people that still reside in the
land. chap. 24 - The focus of this chapter is upon service. It was SEPARATION in chap. 23 and SERVICE in chap. 24. "THE
SHECHEM SUMMIT ON SERVICE"

. THE GATHERING - verse 1

. THE GENEROSITY - verses 2-13

. THE GRATITUDE - verses 14-24

. THE GUARANTEE - verses 25-27
. THE GRADUATION - verses 28-33
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In Joshua 23:2-13 God speaks through Joshua to the people reminding them of all the amazing graces He has shown the young
nation (notice He leaves out mentioning their multiple times of disobedience). Then in Joshua 23:14-28 Joshua gives his parting
exhortation and warning, sealing his words by cutting a covenant with Israel. And so we see in the farewell chapters Joshua 22-24,
Joshua gives three strong closing exhortations replete with warnings for disobedience (Joshua 22:5-6 to the 2.5 tribes, Joshua 23:6-
13 and here in Joshua 23:14-28)

Woudstra - Though there is great similarity between chs. 23- 24, the emphasis of each is somewhat distinct. In both chapters
exhortations are made to remain faithful to the Lord of the covenant. However, while ch. 24 stresses particularly God's acts in the
past, ch . 23 also speaks of what he will still be doing in the future. (The New International Commentary on the Old Testament The

Book of Joshua)
| like Our Daily Bread author Dave Branon's title for Joshua 24 - Showdown at Shechem.

Then - This conjunction generally marks progression in a narrative and in this context seems to refer to another assembly that
followed the assembly in Joshua 23, though it probably was held not long after the previous assembly.

Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem- Shechem was a sacred site for the patriarchs (Ge 12:6-7; Ge 33:18-20;
Ge 35:2—4 see all uses below).This site is located just south of Mount Ebal and north of Mount Gerizim (see map), which is
essentially where Joshua's journey in the Promised Land began as this is where he and Israel set up memorials as described
in Josh. 8:30-35+. This is the same site "Joshua built an altar to the LORD, the God of Israel" (Josh 8:30+) and the site Joshua
"read all the words of the law, the blessing and the curse, according to all that is written in the book of the law." (Josh 8:34+)

Donald Campbell comments on the significance of Shechem - The geographical setting is of interest. Shechem, a few miles
northwest of Shiloh, was where Abraham first received the promise that God would give his seed the land of Canaan. Abraham
responded by building an altar to demonstrate his faith in the one true God (Ge 12:6-7). Jacob too stopped at Shechem on his
return from Paddan Aram and buried there the idols his family had brought with them (Gen. 35:4). After the Israelites completed the
first phase of the conquest of Canaan they journeyed to Shechem where Joshua built an altar to Yahweh, inscribed the Law of God
on stone pillars, and reviewed these laws for all the people (Josh. 8:30-35). Joshua had good reason, therefore, to convene the
Israelites at this location. Certainly the stones on which the Law had been written were still standing, vivid reminders of that
significant event. From this moment on, that beautiful valley between Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizim would be associated with this
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poignant farewell scene as their honored leader spoke to them for the last time. (The Bible Knowledge Commentary)

Wiersbe on the appropriateness of Shechem for Joshua's last words - It was atShechem that God promised Abraham that his
descendants would inherit the land (Ge 12:6-7), and there Jacob built an altar (Ge 33:20). Shechem was located between Mount
Ebal and Mount Gerizim, where the people of Israel had reaffirmed their commitment to the Lord (Josh. 8:30-35). Shechem was
indeed “holy ground” to the Israelites.

TSK note - As it is immediately added, that "they presented themselves before God," which is supposed to mean at the tabernacle;
some are of opinion that Joshua caused it to be conveyed from Shiloh to Shechem on this occasion, to give the greater solemnity to
his last meeting with the people. The Vatican and Alexandrian copies of the Septuagint, however, read [Selo,] both here and in
verse 25; which many suppose to have been the original reading. Dr. Shuckford supposes that the covenant was made at
Shechem, and that the people went to Shiloh to confirm it. But the most probable opinion seems to be that of Dr. Kennicott, that
when all the tribes were assembled as Shechem, Joshua called the chiefs to him on that mount, which had before been consecrated
by the law, and by the altar which he had erected.

Shechem - 66x in 57v - Gen. 12:6; Gen. 33:18; Gen. 34:2; Gen. 34:4; Gen. 34:6; Gen. 34:8; Gen. 34:11; Gen.
34:13; Gen. 34:18; Gen. 34:20; Gen. 34:24; Gen. 34:26; Gen. 35:4; Gen. 37:12; Gen. 37:13; Gen. 37:14;
Num. 26:31; Jos. 17:2; Jos. 17:7; Jos. 20:7; Jos. 21:21; Jos. 24:1; Jos. 24:25; Jos. 24:32; Jdg. 8:31; Jdg. 9:1;
Jdg. 9:2; Jdg. 9:3; Jdg. 9:6; Jdg. 9:7; Jdg. 9:18; Jdg. 9:20; Jdg. 9:23; Jdg. 9:24; Jdg. 9:25; Jdg. 9:26; Jdg.
9:28; Jdg. 9:31; Jdg. 9:34; Jdg. 9:39; Jdg. 9:41; Jdg. 9:46; Jdg. 9:47; Jdg. 9:49; Jdg. 9:57; Jdg. 21:19; 1 Ki.
12:1; 1 Ki. 12:25; 1 Chr. 6:67; 1 Chr. 7:19; 1 Chr. 7:28; 2 Chr. 10:1; Ps. 60:6; Ps. 108:7; Jer. 41:5; Hos. 6:9;
Acts 7:16

Related Resources:

= Shechem - Holman Bible Dictionary
= International Standard Bible Encyclopedia Shechem

= Kitto Biblical Cyclopedia Shechem

= McClintock and Strong's Bible Encyclopedia Shechem
= The Jewish Encyclopedia Shechem

= American Tract Society Shechem

« Bridgeway Bible Dictionary Shechem

= Easton's Bible Dictionary Shechem

= Fausset Bible Dictionary Shechem (2) Shechem (1)

= Hastings' Dictionary of the Bible Shechem

= Hastings' Dictionary of the NT Shechem (2) Shechem
=« Smith Bible Dictionary Shechem

And called for the elders of Israel and for their heads and their judges and their officers; and they presented themselves
before God - In Joshua 23:2 Joshua "called for all Israel, for their elders and their heads and their judges and their officers." Note
that they did not present themselves before Joshua, but "they presented themselves before God." So clearly there was
something here that represented the presence of Yahweh. The Hebrew word for before (panim/paniym/paneh) is literally face and
then by extension in the presence of the face and so in front of, at the face of or before the face of. The Septuagint
translates panim/paniym/paneh with the preposition apenanti which literally means opposite or in front of (cf Mt 27:61). BDAG says
apenanti means "in a position that faces against an object or other position, opposite" and here in the genitive means "opposite
someone or something." The point is that there was some representation of Yahweh at Shechem. Some think they moved the
Tabernacle from Shiloh for the purpose of this covenant renewal ceremony and that seems to be one of the best explanations. The
truth be told, we simply cannot be dogmatic except to say Yahweh was present is a special revelatory manner.

Utley - There are several terms that describe leaders within Israel. Their exact meaning is often speculation: Elders, Joshua 8:33;
23:2; 24:1, Heads, Joshua 23:2; 24:1, Judges, Joshua 8:33; 23:2; 24:1 and Officers, Joshua 8:33; 23:2; 24:1

Matthew Henry's Concise Commentary - Verses 1-14. We must never think our work for God done, till our life is done. If he
lengthen out our days beyond what we expected, like those of Joshua, it is because he has some further service for us to do. He
who aims at the same mind which was in Christ Jesus, will glory in bearing the last testimony to his Saviour's goodness, and in
telling to all around, the obligations with which the unmerited goodness of God has bound him. The assembly came together in a
solemn religious manner. Joshua spake to them in God's name, and as from him. His sermon consists of doctrine and application.
The doctrinal part is a history of the great things God had done for his people, and for their fathers before them. Theapplication of
this history of God's mercies to them, is an exhortation to fear and serve God, in gratitude for his favour, and that it might be
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continued.

GEORGE BUSH Notes Critical and Practical on the Book of Joshua - Chapter 24

Gathered all the tribes. That is, the heads, elders, and chief men of the tribes, though not them exclusively. See on Joshua 23:2.
Joshua probably found his life prolonged beyond his expectation, and, like Peter in his old age, thinking it meet ‘as long as he was in
this tabernacle to do his utmost towards ‘putting’ and keeping his people ‘in remembrance’ of the great things of their duty (cf 2Pe
1:12-13, 14,15+, 2Pe 3:1-2+), embraces one more opportunity of convening the tribes by their representatives, and giving them a
solemn parking charge. The pious servants of God may be disabled through age and infirmities from continuing their
personal exertions, but they will never relax their zeal in the service of their divine Master; and what they want in effective
labors, they will endeavor to supply by stimulating and confirming the zeal of others. As Moses, at an advanced age,
renewed the covenant in the plains of Moab which had been first entered into at Horeb forty years before (cf Dt 5:1-3,4+), so Joshua
on this occasion imitates his example, and makes it his last labor to engage the tribes of Israel once more to give themselves up to
God, in a perpetual covenant. Thus the good effects of his influence would remain when he himself was taken from them (ED: BUT
SADLY THE "GOOD EFFECTS" LASTED ONLY WITH THOSE WHO SURVIVED JOSHUA, NOT WITH THE NEXT GENERATION
WHO DID NOT PERSONALLY KNOW JOSHUA - Jdg 2:8-9, 10, 11+). ‘We must never think our work for God done till our life is
done; and if he lengthen out our days beyond what we thought, we must conclude it is because he has some further service for us to
do’ Henry.

To Shechem. As it is immediately added that ‘they presented themselves before God, the natural inference would be that this
transaction took place in the presence of the ark and the tabernacle, the usual meeting place of God and his people, which were
now, as far as we know, at Shiloh instead of Shechem. This has occasioned some difficulty to commentators, especially as the
Greek of the Sept. has ZnAw, Shilo, both here and v. 25, though the Aldine and Complutensian editions have Zuyep, Sychem, in both
places, which leads us to suppose that the former reading is a designed alteration, made with a view to obviate an apprehended
discrepancy in the original. At any rate, there is no sufficient ground for questioning the genuineness of the present Hebrew text. The
two following solutions, therefore, may be proposed; either, (1) By Shechem here is meant not the city so called, but the territory
adjacent, extending to the distance of several miles, within the limits of which it is conjectured that Shiloh stood. But this is less
likely, as Shiloh was at least ten miles distant from Shechem, and if the meeting had been at Shiloh we can see no reason why it
should not have been expressly so stated. Or, (2) that Shechem was really the place of the convocation, but that the tabernacle was
for the present occasion transferred their, as we learn Jdg. 20:1, 18; 1 Sa 4:3; 2 Sa 15:24, that it was sometimes on extraordinary
emergencies temporarily removed. There were several reasons why Shechem should be considered the most suitable place for the
assembling of the tribes on this occasion. It was a Levitical city, and nearer than Shiloh to Timnath-serah, Joshua’s residence,
whose age and infirmities might at this time have in capaciated him from travelling even a shor distance from home. It was the place
where the covenant was first made with Abraham ages before, Gen. 12:6, 7, and so would be a peculiarly appropriate place for
renewing that covenant, which was one end to be answered by their now coming together. It adds to the force of this reason, that it
was in this immediate vicinity, between the two mounts Mount Gerizim and Mount Ebal, that Joshua had before, on their first
entrance into Canaan, convened the nation for a similar object, ch. 8:30-35. So that all the associations connected with the place
would tend eminently to heighten the solemnity and impressiveness of the transaction in which they were about to engage. If,
moreover, as from v. 32, many suppose it was on this occasion that the bones of Joseph, and perhaps of the other patriarchs, Acts
7:15, 16, were deposited in the piece of ground which his father gave him near Shechem, it would constitute another strong reason
for selecting this, in preference to Shilo, as the place of the present meeting. That such was the fact, however, whatever might have
been the reasons, and whatever the imagined difficulties involved in the supposition, there can be no doubt as long as we adhere to
the letter of the sacred record.

Presented themselves before God. As intimated above, the presumption is that this presentation of themselves was beforethe
ark of the covenant and the tabernacle, the visible residence of God among his people, and now removed to Shechem to give
additional solemnity to the proceedings of the assembly. This impression is confirmed by Joshua 24:26, where it is said that ‘a great
stone was set up there under an oak that was by the sanctuary of the Lord; i. e. by the place where the sanctuary temporarily
stood during the time of that convention. Yet the words do not necessarily demand this construction. The phrase ‘before God,’ or
‘before the Lord, is sometimes equivalent to religiously, devoutly, as if under the inspection of the divine eye. Thus Isaac, Gen. 27:7,
is said to have blessed Jacob, ‘before the Lord, i. e. as in his presence, in his name, in a very solemn and devout manner. So
Jephthah is said, Jdg. 11:11, to have uttered all his words ‘before the Lord;" in the same sense. See on Josh 4:13.

Theodore Epp All of Grace

In this final part of his discourse, Joshua rehearsed God's wonderful deliverances of Israel, beginning with God's calling of the
people in Abraham and His protection and leading of the patriarchs, Isaac and Jacob.
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Israel's deliverance from Egypt, the opening of the Red Sea and the destruction of Pharaoh's army are briefly retold.

God's protection and provision for them in the wilderness, His deliverance of them from the Amorites, from those who would have
enslaved them and tried to curse them, and His bringing Israel safely into Canaan, giving them a glorious land as a gift, are
recounted.

Then Joshua added that God did not give them the possessions in Canaan because they deserved them. They did not merit His
gifts.

God said, "I have given you a land for which ye did not labour, and cities which ye built not, and ye dwell in them; of the vineyards
and oliveyards which ye planted not do ye eat."

This is true, too, with our eternal salvation. We do not merit it by good works (see notes Ephesians 2:8; 2:9) or by keeping the Law
(see notes Romans 3:20;21; 22).

Salvation becomes ours only as we believe in the finished work of Christ on the cross. "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou
shalt be saved" (Acts 16:31).

"But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, otherwise grace is no longer grace" (see note Romans 11:6).

Joshua 24:2 Joshua said to all the people, "Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 'From ancient times your fathers lived
beyond the River, namely, Terah, the father of Abraham and the father of Nahor, and they served other gods.

= Your fathers: Ge 11:26,31 12:1 31:53 De 26:5 Isa 51:2 Eze 16:3
= served other gods: Jos 24:15 Ge 31:19,30,32,53 35:4
= Joshua 24 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

YOUR ANCESTORS
WERE IDOL WORSHIPPERS

Joshua said to all the people - Joshua is old and could not have addressed all of Israel except through the officers and elders.

Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel- Joshua is speaking God's words (beginning in next verse personal pronoun "I" occurs
17x), so in effect he is functioning as God's "mouthpiece," thus functioning as a prophet (in sense of speaking forth). Later when
Joshua is speaking his own counsel to Israel he does speak words of a prophet in the sense of predicative of future events (e.g. see
Josh 24:19)

The LORD, the God of Israel - 66x in 66v - Exod. 5:1; Exod. 32:27; Jos. 7:13; Jos. 7:19; Jos. 7:20; Jos. 8:30;
Jos. 9:18; Jos. 9:19; Jos. 10:40; Jos. 10:42; Jos. 13:14; Jos. 13:33; Jos. 22:24; Jos. 24:2; Jos. 24:23; Jdg.
4:6; Jdg. 5:3; Jdg. 5:5; Jdg. 6:8; Jdg. 11:21; Jdg. 11:23; Ruth 2:12; 1 Sam. 10:18; 1 Sam. 14:41; 1 Sam.
20:12; 1 Ki. 1:30; 1 Ki. 1:48; 1 Ki. 8:15; 1 Ki. 8:17; 1 Ki. 8:20; 1 Ki. 8:23; 1 Ki. 8:25; 1 Ki. 11:9; 1 Ki. 11:31; 1
Ki. 17:1; 2 Ki. 9:6; 2 Ki. 10:31; 2 Ki. 14:25; 2 Ki. 18:5; 2 Ki. 19:15; 2 Ki. 19:20; 2 Ki. 21:12; 1 Chr. 16:36; 1 Chr.
28:4; 2 Chr. 2:12; 2 Chr. 6:4; 2 Chr. 6:7; 2 Chr. 6:10; 2 Chr. 6:14; 2 Chr. 6:16; 2 Chr. 6:17; 2 Chr. 34:23; Ezr.
1:3; Ps. 41:13; Ps. 106:48; Isa. 17:6; Isa. 24:15; Isa. 37:21; Isa. 45:3; Jer. 11:3; Jer. 13:12; Jer. 25:15; Jer.
30:2; Jer. 42:9; Jer. 45:2; Mal. 2:16

From ancient times (olam) your fathers lived beyond the (Euphrates - map) River, namely, Terah, the father of Abraham and
the father of Nahor, and they served (abad) other gods - NET = "They worshiped other gods" Served (abad) is translated with
latreuo which means carrying out religious duties in a spirit of worship (Jesus uses it in Mt 4:10, Lk 4:8 where it is translated
"worship"). In short, they were idolaters (see related note on Joshua 23:16).

Terah Personal name perhaps meaning, “ibex.” The father f Abraham, Nahor, and Haran (Genesis 11:26).
Along with a migration of people from Ur of the Chaldees, Terah moved his family, following the Euphrates
River to Haran (Genesis 11:31). He intended to continue from Haran into Canaan, but died in Mesopotamia at
the age of 205 (Genesis 11:32). A debate has centered on Terah's religious practices, for Joshua
24:2 apparently points to his family when it claims records that the father worshiped gods other than Yahweh.
(Holman Bible Dictionary)

All 12 uses of Terah in Scripture = Gen. 11:24; Gen. 11:25; Gen. 11:26; Gen. 11:27; Gen. 11:28; Gen.
11:31; Gen. 11:32; Num. 33:27; Num. 33:28; Jos. 24:2; 1 Chr. 1:26; Lk. 3:34
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Utley - “they served other gods” Ur and Haran were both centers of the worship of theMoon goddess. ...Abraham was obviously
involved to some extent. God chose him in grace, not because of his theology or unusual merit. The rabbis say he was persecuted
by his neighbors because he was against idolatry. The hero in this text (and all other texts) is YHWH, not the human beings. The
choice of Abraham was an act of pure grace and redemptive purpose (cf. Gen. 3:15; Acts 2:23; 3:18; 4:28; Luke 22:22).

Served other godsis translated in the NET, NLT, NIV in this verse as "worshiped other gods." It is notable that the verb
serve* (abad) is a keyword in Joshua 24 occurring 19 times (Josh 24:2, 3 times in Josh 24:14, 4 times in Joshua 24:15, 16, 18, 19,
20, 21, 22, 24, 31) and virtually every time is translated in the Septuagint with the verb latreuo which means carrying out religious

duties in a spirit of worship (Jesus uses it in Mt 4:10, Lk 4:8 where it is translated "worship"). The NET translates wever occurrence
of serve* as worship. | think that definitely picks up the gist of this chapter, which in the final analysis is about worship and who one
chooses to worship. There can be no middle ground in our worship. Jesus was very clear when He said "No one can serve two
masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God
and wealth (Mammon = an idol - see picture of "Mammon")." (Mt 6:24+)

Keil (this is not the same as KEIL & DELITZSCH) - Terah had three sons, Abram, Nahor, and Haran (Gen. 11:27). Only the first two
are mentioned here, as it was from them that the people of Israel descended, from Nahor, on the mother’s side, through Rebekka
and her nieces Leah and Rachel, Gen. 22:23, and 29:10, 16 (Commentary on Joshua - go to page 484)

Related Resources:

= Who was Terah in the Bible? | GotQuestions.org

F B Meyer - throughout the story, the entire stress is laid on the grace of God . | took ; | gave; | sent; | brought; | destroy ed ; | gave ;
| delivered. Not a mention is made of Israel's mighty men. All is attributed to the ultimate source of nature, history, and grace--the
supreme will of God. We cannot get beyond that. However many links we interpose between ourselves and the causes of things,
ultimately we are shut up to acknowledge the determining counsel and foreknowledge of God

Serve (worship) (05647) abad means to work (to cultivate, till - Ge 2:5, 15 - Lxx =ergazomai before the falll Ge 3:23 after the fall,
Lxx = ergazomai), to serve (be enslaved or hold in bondage - Ex 6:6 - Lxx = katadouloo = make a slave; Lev 25:38, 39 Lxx
= douleuo)(Ge 14:4, 15:13, 14 - Lxx =douleuo), worship. Labor (as when Israel was in Egyptian bondage - Ex 1:13,14 but same
word abad translated worship after redemption Ex 3:12, 7:16, 8:1, 8:20, 9:1, et al where Lxx =latreuo). Notice thatabad is
translated serve in some translations translate it as worship (Ex 3:12 vs Ex 3:12KJV; Dt 6:13 vs Dt 6:13KJV). In sum, there is a

very clear association between what (who) one serves and who one worships. When the focus of the labor is the Lord, it isa
religious service to worship Him. In other words our service is really an act of worship. Moreover, in these cases, the word does
not have connotations of toilsome labor but instead of a joyful experience of liberation (Ex. 3:12; 4:23; 7:16; Josh. 24:15, 18).
Unfortunately, this worship service was often given to false gods (Deut. 7:16; 2 Ki. 10:18, 19, 21-23).

Abad in Joshua especially in Joshua 24!- Jos. 16:10; Jos. 22:5; Jos. 22:27; Jos. 23:7; Jos. 23:16; Jos.
24:2; Jos. 24:14; Jos. 24:15; Jos. 24:16; Jos. 24:18; Jos. 24:19; Jos. 24:20; Jos. 24:21; Jos. 24:22; Jos. 24:24;
Jos. 24:31

GEORGE BUSH Notes Critical and Practical on the Book of Joshua - Chapter 24

Joshua said unto all the people. All the people now assembled, consisting mainly of the elders, chiefs, &c., v. 1, but in addition to
them of such portions of the body of the people as found it convenient to attend.

In old time. Heb. n'71yn méolam, from everlasting; i. e. from an indefinite period of remote antiquity; as the same term often signifies
an indefinite period of time future.

Served other gods. From this it seems clear that Abraham’s grandfather and father, and perhaps himself in the first instance,
worshipped the idols of the country in which they lived. By this, however, we are probably not to understand that they had no
knowledge of, or reverence for, the true God, but that they did not render to him that exclusive worship which was his due. In fact,
we may conclude them to have been in much the same condition as Laban, who at a subsequent period represented that part of the
family which remained beyond the Euphrates, and who certainly reverenced Jehovah, but who also had idols which he called his
gods, and the loss of which filled him with vexation and anger. The partial idolatry of their ancestors, however, was humiliating to
Israel. Even Abraham, the father of their nation, in whom they gloried, and who was subsequently so highly honored of God, was
born and bred up in the worship of false gods. This fact would cut off all vain-boasting in the worthiest of their ancestors, as far as
native character or early conduct was concerned. The father of the faithful himself became what he was purely by the grace of God
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and not in virtue of his own innate tendencies to good. Indeed his justification is expressly set forth by the apostle, Rom. 4:5, as an
instance of God'’s ‘justifying the ungodly.’

James Smith - BLESSINGS REVIEWED; OR, MOTIVES FOR SERVICE Joshua 24:1-13

“| place me, Lord, 'neath Thy touch that thrills.
Wilt Thou, O wilt Thou me melt?

Give me the power Thine own arm fills
To impart whate’er of grace | have felt.”

In Joshua 24:14 we notice:

(1) That service is demanded. “Now, therefore, fear the Lord, and serve Him.” Every blessed one should arise
and serve (Mark 1:31).

(2) How this service should be given. “In sincerity and truth.” Mere perfunctory service is an abomination (Luke
19:20-23).

(3) What this service implies. “A putting away of other gods.” The Lord’s will alone must be the ruling principle
of the life. The god, self, must be put away. HIM only shalt thou serve (Ro 15:3). “Now, therefore.” This word
“therefore” suggests some foregoing reasons why this service should be rendered.

We observe the following. There had been—
I. Deliverance.

"l brought you out” (Josh 24:5). They were emancipated through blood (Exod. 12:13). So are we (1 Peter 1:18,
19). Once the slaves of sin, now the children of God. Delivered to serve (Luke 1:74).

Il. Separation.

“The Lord put darkness between you and the Egyptians” (Josh 24:7). The darkness of death still lies between
the saved and the unsaved (John 5:24). The Lord doth put a difference (Exod. 11:7). No human power will
ever be able to bridge the great gulf fixed between death and life.

lll. Victory.

“| gave them (enemies) into your hand” (Josh 24:8). All the enemies of the believer are conquered foes. They
need not have dominion over you (Rom. 6:14; Micah 7:9). He giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ (Rom. 7:25).

IV. Protection.

“When Balak called Balaam to curse you he blessed you still” (Josh 24:9, 10). He can turn the counsel of the
wicked to naught (Neh. 4:15). “The Lord is thy keeper; He shall preserve thee from all evil” (Ps. 121:5, 7).

V. Possession.

“I have given you a land for which you did not labour,” etc. (Josh 24:13). “Not of works, lest any man should
boast.” What did the prodigal do for the benefits he received? (Luke 15:22, 23) What have we that we have not
received (Eph. 2:7). “Now, therefore, fear the Lord, and serve Him.”

Joshua 24:3 'Then | took your father Abraham from beyond the River, and led him through all the land of Canaan, and
multiplied his descendants and gave him Isaac.

» | took: Ge 12:1-4 Ne 9:7-8 Ac 7:2-3
= gave him Isaac: Ge 21:2-3 Ps 127:3
= Joshua 24 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Related Passages:

Nehemiah 9:7-8 “You are the LORD God, Who chose Abram And brought him out from Ur of the Chaldees,
And gave him the name Abraham. 8 “You found his heart faithful before You, And made a covenant with him
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To give him the land of the Canaanite, Of the Hittite and the Amorite, Of the Perizzite, the Jebusite and the
Girgashite— To give it to his descendants. And You have fulfilled Your promise, For You are righteous.

Acts 7:2-3 And he said, “Hear me, brethren and fathers! The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham
when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, 3 and said to him, ‘LEAVE YOUR COUNTRY AND
YOUR RELATIVES, AND COME INTO THE LAND THAT | WILL SHOW YOU.

YAHWEH EXTRACTED
ABRAHAM FROM HARAN

Then | took your father Abraham from beyond the (Euphrates) River - This passages reflects Yahweh's amazing grace (and
mercy), His free, unmerited favor, in extracting a man out of a family and nation of idol worshippers. In Ge 12:1+ God took him by
speaking to him "the LORD said to Abram, “Go forth from your country, And from your relatives And from your father’s house, To the
land which | will show you." The Hebrew word for took (lagach) is translated in the Septuagint with the verb lambano which in the
active voice (as in this case) means bringing under one's control take, with nuances such as taking hold of with the hand (Acts
27.35), taking away or removing (Rev 3.11) or taking for oneself or into one's possession (Lk 19.12).

Bush explains | took your father Abraham - | (YAHWEH) exercised such an influence upon him as induced him to leave that land
of idolaters; | (YAHWEH) prompted him to go. Though no violence was employed, it implies that he would never have gone thence
unless God had ‘taken’ him, unless by a divine impulse he had moved him to go. (ED: ABRAHAM'S "SEPARATION" OR SETTING
APART WAS EVIDENCE OF THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN ABRAHAM'S LIFE - THE SPIRIT WAS ACTIVE IN SAVING
AND SANCTIFYING IN THE OLD TESTAMENT!) See on Ge 2:15, relative to God’s ‘taking’ Adam and putting him into the garden of
Eden. So it is the special grace of God that ‘takes’ a sinner out of a state of impenitence and unbelief, and puts him in the way to
eternal life, the road to the heavenly Canaan, that better country where lies the inheritance of the saints. (Notes)

As noted above, Joshua is speaking as Yahweh's "mouthpiece" (prophet) and beginning in this verse and through verse 13, Yahweh
uses the personal pronoun (I) 17 times in 10 verses - Jos. 24:3; Jos. 24:4; Jos. 24:5; Jos. 24:6; Jos. 24:7; Jos. 24:8; Jos. 24:10;
Jos. 24:11; Jos. 24:12; Jos. 24:13. Joshua served as the intermediary but the recapitulation of Israel's history reflected the words of
Yahweh.

and led him through all the land of Canaan - God guided and protected Abraham in this foreign land.

Calvin on Yahweh beginning with Abraham - “He commences with their unpurchased elevation, which God had so truly originated,
that they could not boast of any excellence or merit. God had bound them to himself by a tighter chain, in that, when they were
on an equality with all others, he had taken them under His care as His own people, for no other reason than His own good
pleasure. And in order that it might be evident that they had nothing to boast of, He refers them to their origin, and shows that their
fathers who dwelt in Chaldea worshipped idols as well as others, and were not in any respect different from the multitude.”

And multiplied his descendants - Yahweh fulfilled His promise to multiply his descendants, declaring in Ge 12:2 "And | will make
you a great nation." And in Ge 13:16 Yahweh promised "l will make your descendants as the dust of the earth, so that if anyone can
number the dust of the earth, then your descendants can also be numbered."

And gave him Isaac - "So Sarah conceived and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the appointed time of which God had
spoken to him. Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore to him, Isaac." (Ge 21:2-3) The
psalmist writes "Behold, children are a gift of the LORD, The fruit of the womb is a reward." (Ps 127:3)

GEORGE BUSH Notes Critical and Practical on the Book of Joshua - Chapter 24

Led him through out all the land of Canaan, Gave him my gracious guidance and protection during all his wanderings to and fro
in that land of promise.

Multiplied his seed, and gave him Isaac. That is, multiplied his seed by giving him Isaac. As this ‘multiplication’ however, could not
be said to be accomplished merely by the birth of a single son, it is to be understood, not of Isaac alone, but of the long and
spreading line of his posterity, among whom he enumerates Jacob and Esau, including their issue in the next verse.

Joshua 24:4 'To Isaac | gave Jacob and Esau, and to Esau | gave Mount Seir to possess it; but Jacob and his sons went
down to Egypt.
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= Isaac: Ge 25:24-26

« Esau: Ge 32:3 36:8 De 2:5

« Jacob: Ge 46:1-7 Ps 105:23 Ac 7:15

= Joshua 24 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Related Passages:

Genesis 36:7-8 For their property had become too great for them to live together, and the land where they
sojourned could not sustain them because of their livestock. 8 So Esau lived in the hill country of Seir; Esau is
Edom.

To Isaac | gave Jacob and Esau, and to Esau | gave Mount Seir to possess it- Note the repetition of the verb gave (3x in Josh
24:3-4) reflective of God's gift, His gracious character to sinful men (Jacob's name even meant "supplanter” or "cheater").

Utley - “Mount Seir” This refers to the land south of the Dead Sea to the Gulf of Agaba usually associated with Edom. YHWH gave
this land to the descendants of Ishmael (cf. Gen. 16:7—14; 17:18, 20).

But Jacob and his sons went down to Egypt -

Believer's Study Bible - Note the contrast between Esau's apparent blessing and Jacob's apparent lack of blessing. Experience
and the course of history often seem to conflict with God's purposes.

GEORGE BUSH Notes Critical and Practical on the Book of Joshua - Chapter 24

| gave unto Esau mount Seir. See on Ge 36:7-8. In order that the land of Canaan, by the removal of Esau, might be reserved
entire to Jacob and his posterity.

But Jacob and his children went down into Egypt. Where they suffered a long and grievous bondage, the particulars of which
the speaker does not deem it necessary to recite.

Related Resources:

= Who was Esau in the Bible? | GotQuestions.org

= What was the story of Jacob and Esau? | GotQuestions.org

= Why did God love Jacob and hate Esau (Malachi 1:3; Romans 9:13)? | GotQuestions.org
= Who was Jacob in the Bible? | GotQuestions.org

= What does Israel mean in the Bible? | GotQuestions.org

Joshua 24:5 'Then | sent Moses and Aaron, and | plagued Egypt by what | did in its midst; and afterward | brought you out.

=« Then | sent Moses and Aaron: Ex 3:10 Ex 4:12-13 Ps 105:26
= | plagued Egypt : Ex 7:1-12:51 Ps 78:43-51 Ps 105:27-36 135:8,9 136:10
= Joshua 24 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

MOSES, AARON, & PLAGUES
DELIVERANCE FROM IN EGYPT

Then- Marking progression in the divine narrative. Yahweh is presupposing that they had acquaintance with the adversity Israel
experienced under Egyptian bondage.

| sent Moses and Aaron - Notice again this was all undertaken at God's initiative, not man's. His sovereign grace permeates all of
these passages. In Exodus Yahweh told Moses “Therefore, come now, and | (AT HIS INITIATIVE) will send you to Pharaoh, so that
you may bring My people, the sons of Israel, out of Egypt.” (Ex 3:10+).

And | plagued Egypt by what | did in its midst- A summary statement of Yahweh's 10 plagues that demonstrated His
sovereignty, omnipotence and dominance over the greatest kingdom in the world at that time.

Moses records Yahweh's promise of powerful plagues against Egypt
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"So | will stretch out My hand and strike Egypt with all My miracles which | shall do in the midst of it; and after
that he will let you go. (Ex. 3:20+)

And afterward | brought you out - Yahweh brought them out because He had forced Pharaoh to let them go! The sovereign God
brought the children of Israel out of slavery in Egypt and strictly speaking this referred to the first generation (although a few of the
second generation may have been born at that time).

GEORGE BUSH Notes Critical and Practical on the Book of Joshua - Chapter 24

5. According to that which | did among them. Heb. 2nj72 mmwy asilhi bekirbo, which | did in the midst of him. A peculiar
phraseology, and not capable perhaps of being fully reached in any other language. It implies the essential reality of any thing
compared with the outward manifestation, sign, or expression of it. Thus it is said of the butler and baker in prison, Ge 40:5, that
they each dreamed a dream, ‘according to the interpretation of his dream,’ i. e. one of which the event answered to the dream itself;
a dream capable of a sound interpretation, which Joseph gave, and which the actual fulfilment confirmed. So here the plagues of
Egypt corresponded in fact, in reality, with all that had | been predicted of them beforehand, with all that was recorded of them
afterwards, and with all that struck the senses at the time of their actual occurrence. There was no illusion about them in any manner
or degree. It was all reality.

Afterward | brought you out. Spoken of the present generation, though strictly true only of their fathers. Of the usus loquendi here
involved, see note on Joshua 4:23. So also in the ensuing verses, where the reader will notice that the words your fathers and ye,
them and you, are remarkably interchanged.

Joshua 24:6 'l brought your fathers out of Egypt, and you came to the sea; and Egypt pursued your fathers with chariots
and horsemen to the Red Sea.

= | brought: Ex 12:37,51 Mic 6:4
=« Egypt: Ex 14:1-15:27 Ne 9:11 Ps 77:15-20 78:13 136:13-15 Isa 63:12,13 Ac 7:36 Heb 11:29
= Joshua 24 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

ISRAEL DELIVERED BUT
TRAPPED AT THE RED SEA

'l brought your fathers out of Egypt and you came to the sea- He repeats the declaration that He brought Israel out of Egypt
describing their initial journey to the edge of the Red Sea.

And Egypt pursued your fathers with chariots and horsemen to the Red Sea- This prepares the audience for a review of
Yahweh's second act of salvation of the nation from what otherwise would have been complete eradication by the powerful, well-
equipped (chariots and horsemen) Egyptian army. See Utley's topic Chariots.

Joshua 24:7 'But when they cried out to the LORD, He put darkness between you and the Egyptians, and brought the sea
upon them and covered them; and your own eyes saw what | did in Egypt. And you lived in the wilderness for a long time.

= And when: Ex 14:10

= he put: Ex 14:20

= brought: Ex 14:27,28

= your eyes: Ex 14:31 De 4:34 29:2

= you lived: Jos 5:6 Nu 14:33,34 Ne 9:12-21 Ps 95:9,10 Ac 13:17,18 Heb 3:17
= Joshua 24 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

ISRAEL CRIED, GOD HEARD
EGYPTIANS DESTROYED

But when they cried out to the LORD, He put darkness between you and the Egyptians- Here Yahweh describes when "The
Angel of God, who had been going before the camp of Israel, moved and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from
before them and stood behind them. So it came between the camp of Egypt and the camp of Israel; and there was the cloud along
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with the darkness, yet it gavelight at night. Thus the one did not come near the other all night." (Ex 14:19-20+). There was
darkness on Egypt's side, light on Israel's side (cf darkness of the 9th plague - Ex 10:22+).

And brought the sea upon them and covered them; and your own eyes saw what | did in Egypt- There is no mention of
Israel's time at Mount Sinai or the giving of the Law.

And you lived in the wilderness for a long time- This is euphemistic way of saying Israel was punished for their disbelief by
wandering in the wilderness. He does not deal with the failure of the nation at Kadesh-Barnea. He does not have anything
worthwhile to say about the wilderness wandering.

GEORGE BUSH Notes Critical and Practical on the Book of Joshua - Chapter 24

Dwelt in the wilderness a long season. A mild term for their being condemned to wander for forty years in the wilderness as a
punishment for their sins.

Joshua 24:8 'Then | brought you into the land of the Amorites who lived beyond the Jordan, and they fought with you; and
| gave them into your hand, and you took possession of their land when | destroyed them before you.

« Jos 13:10 Nu 21:21-35 De 2:32-37 3:1-7 Ne 9:22 Ps 135:10,11 Ps 136:17-22
= Joshua 24 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

SUMMARY OF CONQUEST
OF SIHON AND OG

Then | brought you into the land of the Amorites who lived beyond (EAST OF) the Jordan - Note | brought indicates God's
guidance and protection, referring in this context to the Second Generation of Israel, the First Generation having died off. The land
of the Amorites refers to the kingdoms of the two Amorite kings, Sihon and Og king of Bashan.

And they fought with you; and | gave them into your hand, and you took possession of their land when | destroyed them
before you - Note the repeated pattern of God's sovereignty (gave them into your hand...destroyed them) and lIsrael's
responsibility (you took possession).

Related Resource:

= Who were the Amorites? | GotQuestions.org

= Who was Sihon. king of the Amorites? | GotQuestions.org
= Who was Og king of Bashan? | GotQuestions.org

Joshua 24:9 'Then Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, arose and fought against Israel, and he sent and summoned
Balaam the son of Beor to curse you.

= Nu 22:5,6-21 De 23:4,5 Jdg 11:25 Mic 6:5
= Joshua 24 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

BALAK AND BALAAM
AGAINST ISRAEL

Then Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, arose and fought (NET = "launched an attack," NIV = "prepared to fight") against
Israel, and he sent and summoned Balaam the son of Beor to curse you - There is no record of an actual physical battle
between Balak and Israel. The "war" that eventually was waged was a war that was on a spiritual front.

Utley - “Balah ... Balaam” This false prophet’s attempt to curse Israel (cf. Numbers 22) is alluded to several times (cf. Dt. 23:4-5;
Josh 13:22; here; Neh. 13:2; Micah 6:5).

GEORGE BUSH Notes Critical and Practical on the Book of Joshua - Chapter 24
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Then Balak—arose and warred against Israel. From the previous history, Nu. 23-24. and also from Jdg. 11:25, it would appear
that Balak did not at any time actually engage in conflict with Israel.He is said, therefore, in this place to have warred’ against
them because he intended it, because he cherished a hostile purpose, and concerted his schemes and made his preparations
accordingly. The Scripture idiom often speaks of men as doing what they fully design and endeavor to do, and it is a very slight
stretch of language to denominate him a warring enemy who has all the will and lacks only the opportunity to become so. See Gen.
37:21; Ezek. 24:13; Mat. 5:28; John 10:32, 33. A similar phraseology occurs in v. 11, in reference to the men of Jericho, which is
perhaps to be explained on the same principle.

Related Resources:

= Who was Balak in the Bible? | GotQuestions.org

= Who was Balaam in the Bible? | GotQuestions.org

Joshua 24:10 'But | was not willing to listen to Balaam. So he had to bless you, and | delivered you from his hand.

« Nu22:11-12,18-20,35 23:3-12,15-26 24:5-10 Isa 54:17
= Joshua 24 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Related Passages:

Numbers 22:11-12+ ‘Behold, there is a people who came out of Egypt and they cover the surface of the land;
now come, curse them for me; perhaps | may be able to fight against them and drive them out.” 12 God said
to Balaam, “Do not go with them; you shall not curse the people, for they are blessed.”

BALAAM FORCED
TO BLESS ISRAEL

But | was not willing to listen to Balaam. So he had to bless you, and | delivered (natsal; Lxx = exaireo - rescue) you from his
hand (yad - keep in mind "hand" in Hebrew use often speaks of power as in this context) - Yahweh rescued Israel from Balak.
Yahweh does not mention the 24,000 Israelites who died.

Bless (Lxx = euloge0)(01288) barak is a verb which literally can mean to kneel (to go to one's knees - Camel in Ge 24:11, Solomon
in 2Chr 6:13) as contrasted with standing position or even a bowing at the waist). And so barak can refer to an act of adoration
sometimes on bended knee. To give divine blessings (Ge 1:22, 9:1-7) To esteem greatly or adore God for His blessings (Ge
24:48, Ps 103:1) To invoke blessings upon another (Ge 24:60, 27:4, 27) The Hebrew is usually translated in the Lxx
with eulogeo which literally means to speak well of and in this context to pronounce or bestow a blessing or gracious benefit upon

the recipient. The English definition of to bless means "pronounce words in a religious rite, to confer or invoke divine favor upon; ask
God to look favorably.”

Barak in Joshua - Jos. 8:33; Jos. 14:13; Jos. 17:14; Jos. 22:6; Jos. 22:7; Jos. 22:33; Jos. 24:10

GEORGE BUSH Notes Critical and Practical on the Book of Joshua - Chapter 24

| would not hearken unto Balaam. Would not comply with his secret wish and purpose, nor allow him to curse to you; would not
fall in with or favor the ruling desire of his heart.

Delivered you out of his hand. Out of the hand of Balak, and all the wicked machinations which he had set on foot against you.

Joshua 24:11 'You crossed the Jordan and came to Jericho; and the citizens of Jericho fought against you, and the
Amorite and the Perizzite and the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Girgashite, the Hivite and the Jebusite. Thus | gave
them into your hand.

= You crossed the Jordan: Jos 3:14-17 4:10-12,23 Ps 114:3,5
= the citizens of Jericho fought against you: Jos 6:1-27 10:1-11:23 Ne 9:24,25 Ps 78:54,55 105:44 Ac 7:45 13:19
= Joshua 24 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries
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ISRAEL CROSSED JORDAN
YAHWEH DELIVERED ENEMIES

You crossed the Jordan and came to Jericho; and the citizens of Jericho fought against you, and the Amorite and the
Perizzite and the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Girgashite, the Hivite and the Jebusite - Yahweh reviews Israel's powerful
enemies which humanly speaking could not be defeated by a relatively untrained and smaller force.

Thus | gave them into your hand - | gave = God's power and your hand = Israel's responsibility.

The Lord is silent about their failure at Ai and with the Gibeonites.

GEORGE BUSH Notes Critical and Practical on the Book of Joshua - Chapter 24

The men of Jericho fought against you. Heb. ‘the masters or lords of Jericho.’ This is understood by many expositors of the rulers
or magistrates of Jericho, but as the ensuing words, ‘the Amorites, the Perizzites,” &c., seem to stand in immediate apposition with
‘men, or masters, we take it that they are meant by the term, and are called ‘masters’ of Jericho from the fact that that city belonged
to an extensive confederacy composed of the various neighboring nations here specified, of whom it is obviously true that they
‘fought’ against Israel, and were signally delivered into their hand. If, however, the phrase be understood of the citizens, or chief men
of the city of Jericho, though they did not actually meet Israel in the field, yet they may be said to have fought against them,
inasmuch as they stood upon the defensive, and opposed them by shutting their gates, and probably in making what resistance they
could after an entrance had been gained into the city. See on v. 9.

Joshua 24:12 'Then | sent the hornet before you and it drove out the two kings of the Amorites from before you, but not by
your sword or your bow.

= | sent: Ex 23:28 De 7:20
= not: Ps 44:3-6
= Joshua 24 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Related Passages:

Exodus 23:28+ (NOTE THIS IS A PROPHETIC PROMISE) “I will send hornets ahead of you so that they will
drive out the Hivites, the Canaanites, and the Hittites before you.

Deuteronomy 7:20+ (NOTE THIS IS A PROPHETIC PROMISE) “Moreover, the LORD your God will send the
hornet against them, until those who are left and hide themselves from you perish.

Psalm 44:3-6+ (YAHWEH'S SOVEREIGNTY OVER ISRAEL'S ENEMIES) For by their own sword they did not
possess the land, And their own arm did not save them But Your (YAHWEH'S) right hand and Your arm
and the light of Your presence, For You favored them. 4 You are my King, O God; Command victories for
Jacob. 5 Through You we will push back our adversaries; Through Your name we will trample down those
who rise up against us. 6 For | will not trust in my bow, Nor will my sword save me.

YAHWEH SENT HORNETS
AND DEFEATED AMORITE KINGS

Then - Marks progress in the divine narrative.

| sent the Hornet before you - Were these hornets literal or figurative? We cannot be dogmatic. NET renders it "l sent terror ahead
of you to drive out before you the two Amorite kings." The important point (whatever "hornet" means) is that the Israelites
understood that God had once again fulfilled His promises given to the first generation in Exodus 23:28+ and repeated to the second
generation of Israel in Deuteronomy 7:20+. Once again this underscores God's faithfulness to fulfill every word, as recorded in
Joshua 21:45+ and again in Joshua 23:14-15+.

Utley - “hornet” This is possibly a metaphor of divine activity causing fear because, although it is mentioned several times (cf. Ex
23:28; Dt. 7:20), it is never listed as actually happening. The metaphor is also used in Dt. 1:44 ('BEES"). (ED: "hornet" is used only
3x in Scripture - Ex 23:28; Dt. 7:20; Jos 24:12)
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And it drove out the two kings of the Amorites(Sihon and Og) from before you, but not by your sword or your bow- The
victory was the LORD's. Their victory was all of grace, not self effort. He is not saying Israel did not fight or use swords, etc, but that
the reason they defeated a more powerful enemy was because of God's intervention.

Related Resource:

= What does the Bible say about the hornet? | GotQuestions.org

GEORGE BUSH Notes Critical and Practical on the Book of Joshua - Chapter 24

| sent the hornet before you. Understood by some literally of the insect so called, by others figuratively of the anxieties,
perplexities, and pungent terrors which invaded the minds of the Canaanites on the reported approach of the hosts of Israel. For
further remarks on the subject, see on Ex 23:28, and ‘lllustrations of the Scriptures,” p. 66. The writer of the apocryphal book entitled
‘The Wisdom of Solomon, seems to have taken the words as literally true. ch. 12:8—10, ‘Nevertheless, thou didst send wasps,
forerunners of thine host, to destroy them by little and little. Not that thou wast unable to bring the ungodly under the hand of the
righteous in battle, or to destroy them at once with cruel beasts, or with one rough word: But executing thy judgments by little and
little thou gavest them place of repentance, not being ignorant that they were a naughty generation, and that their malice was bred in
them, and that their cogitation would never be changed.

Not with thy sword, nor with thy bow. Not that these implements were not made use of in their wars, but that they would have
used them in vain unless God, by his secret or open judgments, had previously smitten and paralysed the power of the enemy. See
the passage before quoted from Ps. 44:3.

Dr. Woodrow Kroll Not For Sale

Joshua 24:13 - "I [God] have given you a land for which you did not labor, and cities which you did not build, and you dwell in them;
you eat of the vineyards and olive groves which you did not plant.”

Not for Sale - During the Spanish-American War, Clara Barton, the founder of the Red Cross, was working in Cuba. One day Colonel
Theodore Roosevelt came to her and offered to buy food for some of his sick and wounded Rough Riders. But she refused to sell
him what he wanted. Roosevelt could not understand. He cared about his men, and he was willing to pay for the supplies out of his
own funds. So he went to the surgeon in charge, who said to him, "Colonel, just ask for it!" A smile broke over Roosevelt's face.
Now he understood--the provisions were not for sale. "l will ask for it," he said, and when he did, he got the food at once.

Joshua reminded the people that all they possessed--their land, their cities and their vineyards--were not the result of their own
efforts. Certainly they had confronted the enemy. Obviously they had engaged in many dangerous and bloody battles. But those
victories were not the ultimate source of their possessions. Instead, all that they owned was a gift from God.

God is not in the retail business. All of our good deeds, our generous gifts, our religious activities could not begin to buy our
salvation. But God is willing to give it to us. When we receive Christ as our Savior, all that God has is ours for the asking.

Enjoy God's gracious gifts today. Thank Him for providing them without price and without cost. They are yours not because you buy
them, but because God gives them.

God's gifts are free, but they are not cheap.

Joshua 24:13 'l gave you a land on which you had not labored, and cities which you had not built, and you have lived in
them; you are eating of vineyards and olive groves which you did not plant.’

=« | gave you a land : Jos 21:45
= cities: Jos 11:13 De 6:10-12 8:7 Pr 13:22
= Joshua 24 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Related Passages:

Deuteronomy 6:10-15+ “Then it shall come about when the LORD your God brings you into the land which He
swore to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to give you, great and splendid cities which you did not
build, 11 and houses full of all good things which you did not fill, and hewn cisterns which you did not
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dig, vineyards and olive trees which you did not plant, and you eat and are satisfied, 12 then watch
yourself, that you do not forget the LORD who brought you from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery
(THIS THE PROBLEM WHEN WE ARE MATERIALLY PROSPEROUS). 13 “You shall fear only the LORD
your God; and you shall worship Him and swear by His name. 14 “You shall not follow other gods, any of
the gods of the peoples who surround you, 15 (A STRONG WARNING) for the LORD your God in the midst of
you is a jealous God; otherwise the anger of the LORD your God will be kindled against you, and He will wipe
you off the face of the earth.

GOD'S GIFTS OF
LAND AND CITIES

| gave you a land on which you had not labored, and cities which you had not built, and you have lived in them; you are
eating of vineyards and olive groves which you did not plant - Note again that the verb gave (Josh 24:3, twice in Josh 24:4,
Josh 24:8, 11, 13) occurs repeatedly (six times) in this section emphasizing God's free, unmerited favor to Israel. God allowed Israel
to plunder the Canaanites and take control of the Canaanite cities and agriculture.

Utley - The Promised Land was an undeserved grace gift from YHWH for the purpose of establishing a people who would reflect His
character and love to the nations

In summary, from Joshua 24:3-13 God was emphasizing His great deeds on behalf of Israel with the clear implication that any
greatness Israel had come to experience was not based on their efforts but on God's gracious enablement. Israel stood at this
moment in world history because of the mercy and grace of God!

GEORGE BUSH Notes Critical and Practical on the Book of Joshua - Chapter 24

For which ye did not labor. Heb nya 87 lo yagata, thou didst not labor. The whole body of the nation addressed collectively as one
person

Of the vineyards and olive-yards—do you eat. That is, of their fruits; a usage of speech of not uncommon occurrence. Thus Gen.
3:11, Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof,” &c., i. e. of the fruit of the tree. So also Rev. 2.7, ‘I will give to him to eat of the tree of
life.

Joshua 24:2,8-14 We Have Fruit!
| gave you a land on which you did not toil and cities you did not build. Joshua 24:13

The young mother sighed as she scraped together lunch for her 3-year-old daughter. Spying the empty fruit basket on the table in
their tiny kitchen, she sighed and said aloud, “If we just had a basket of fruit, | would feel rich!” Her little girl overheard her.

Weeks passed. God sustained the small family. Still, the struggling mom worried. Then one day her little girl bounded into the
kitchen. “Look, Mommy, we’re rich!” she exclaimed, pointing at the full fruit basket on the table. Nothing had changed except that the
family had purchased a bag of apples.

When Joshua, the leader of the Israelites, was about to die, he shared a message from the Lord that recounted all God had done for
them. And he noted, “You lived in the wilderness for a long time” (Josh. 24:7). Then he said, “[God] gave you a land on which you
did not toil and cities you did not build; and you live in them and eat from vineyards and olive groves that you did not plant” (Josh
24:13). Joshua set up a large stone to remind Israel of God’s provision (Joshua 24:26).

Like the Israelites, after a time of challenge and scarcity, that family now lives in a different place and enjoys fruit trees in a spacious
yard, planted years earlier by a previous owner. If you visit them, you'll find a bowl of fruit in their kitchen. It reminds them of God’s
goodness and how a 3-year-old infused her family with faith, joy, and perspective.

Thank God for how He has provided in the past. Thank Him for what He will do. Ask Him what He wants you to do. Then trust Him.
Remembering God’s provision for yesterday gives hope and strength for today.

INSIGHT: In Genesis 15, God promised Abraham that He would give his descendants possession of a great stretch of land that was
occupied by other people. Several hundred years later, under the leadership of Joshua, God fulfilled His promise, and the people of
Israel took possession of the Promised Land. In today’s passage, Joshua reminds the Israelites that it was not by their own military
might that they did this, but it was God who gave them the land. As a result of God’s provision (defeating the armies of the other
people), Joshua reminded them to fear and serve the Lord. J.R. Hudberg (Our Daily Bread. Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand
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Joshua 24:14 "Now, therefore,fear the LORD and serve Him in sincerity and truth; and put away the gods which your
fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD.

KJV Joshua 24:14 Now therefore fear the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in truth: and put away the
gods which your fathers served on the other side of the flood, and in Egypt; and serve ye the LORD.

NET Joshua 24:14 Now obey the LORD and worship him with integrity and loyalty. Put aside the gods your
ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates and in Egypt and worship the LORD.

BGT Joshua 24:14 kot v v @of BnTe K pIov Kot AXTpE 0OTe X T vV € 0 TNTI K&t v BIKXIOO v Ko TTEPI AeaBe TO G
B0 ¢ TO G ANOTP OUG O ¢ A TPEUCOV O TTOT PEG PV VT TT POV TO TIOTOHO K& V Ay TIT K& AXTPE £TE KUP

NLT Joshua 24:14 "So fear the LORD and serve him wholeheartedly. Put away forever the idols your
ancestors worshiped when they lived beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt. Serve the LORD alone.

ESV Joshua 24:14 "Now therefore fear the LORD and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away the
gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD.

NIV Joshua 24:14 "Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your
forefathers worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD.

YLT Joshua 24:14 'And now, fear ye Jehovah, and serve Him, in perfection and in truth, and turn aside the
gods which your fathers served beyond the River, and in Egypt, and serve ye Jehovah;

LXE Joshua 24:14 And now fear the Lord, and serve him in righteousness and justice; and remove the
strange gods, which our fathers served beyond the river, and in Egypt; and serve the Lord.

CSB Joshua 24:14 "Therefore, fear the LORD and worship Him in sincerity and truth. Get rid of the gods your
fathers worshiped beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt, and worship Yahweh.

NKJ Joshua 24:14 "Now therefore, fear the LORD, serve Him in sincerity and in truth, and put away the gods
which your fathers served on the other side of the River and in Egypt. Serve the LORD!

NRS Joshua 24:14 "Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away
the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD.

NAB Joshua 24:14 "Now, therefore, fear the LORD and serve him completely and sincerely. Cast out the gods
your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD.

NJB Joshua 24:14 'So now, fear Yahweh and serve him truly and sincerely; banish the gods whom your
ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve Yahweh.

= fear the LORD: De 10:12 1Sa 12:24 Job 1:1 28:28 Ps 111:10 130:4 Ho 3:5 Ac 9:31

= serve Him in sincerity and truth: Jos 24:23 Ge 17:1 20:5,6 De 18:13 2Ki 20:3 Ps 119:1,80 Lu 8:15 Joh 4:23,24 2Co 1:12
Eph 6:24 Php 1:10

=« put away the gods which your fathers served Jos 24:2,23 Ge 35:2 Ex 20:3,4 Lev 17:7 Ezr 9:11 Eze 20:18 Am 5:25,26

= in Egypt: Eze 20:7,8 23:3

= Joshua 24 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Related Passages:

Deuteronomy 10:12 (SEE NOTES ON CIRCUMCISE THE HEART) “Now, Israel, what does the LORD your
God require from you, but to fear the LORD your God,to walk in all His ways and love Him, and to serve the
LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul,

Romans 12:1-2+ Therefore | urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and
holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. Anddo not be
conformed (present imperative see our need to depend on the Holy Spirit to obey) to this world, butbe

transformed (present imperative see our need to depend on the Holy Spirit to obey) by the renewing of your
mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.
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FEAR & SERVE THE LORD
PUT AWAY IDOLATRY

Now, therefore - In view of the multiple manifestations of Yahweh's amazing grace and mercy to the nation of Israel (cf a similar
charge in Ro 12:1). The LORD's words would have been ringing in their ears. Joshua is now issuing the commandments in light of
what Yahweh had just stated in reviewing Israel's history.

Divine truth calls for a right (-eous) response!

Keil - After having thus briefly reviewed the great and glorious acts of God, and set them before the eyes of the Israelites, Joshua
calls upon them for gratitude, and urges them to worship their God in sincerity and truth, on account of the abundance of his mercy
towards them...now, as ye have received from your God such inexhaustible proofs of His love, (Commentary on Joshua - go to

page 484)

NET NOTE points out - Joshua quotes the LORD's words in Joshua 24:2—13 (note that the LORD speaks in the first person in these
verses); in Josh 24:14—-15 Joshua himself exhorts the people (note the third person references to the LORD)

Believer's Study Bible - This passage consists of four statements by Joshua (Josh 24:14, 15, 19, 20, 22a, 23), beginning and
ending with a demand for commitment to Yahweh, and includes four responses by Israel (Josh 24:16-18, 21, 22b, 24). Now
therefore indicates that the commitment Joshua is demanding is the logical result of what God has done (cf. Ro 12:1).

Fear the LORD and serve Him in sincerity (NET - integrity) and truth - Joshua is a general to the very end, here issuing his final
commands. NLT = "So fear the LORD and serve him wholeheartedly." Based on the incredible bestowal of divine grace on the sons
of Israel, Joshua now issues 5 commands (4 here and choose in next passage). See fear in Lev. 19:32; 25:36, 43; Dt. 5:29; 6:2, 13,
24;10:12, 20; 13:4; 14:23; 17:19; Josh. 4:24. Note that godly fear lead to godly activity (serve Him in sincerity...). The idea ofin
sincerity and truth is to serve Yahweh without hypocrisy.

John Gill on fear - “Since He has done such great and good things, fear the Lord and His goodness, fear Him for His goodness’
sake; nothing so influences fear, or a reverential affection for God, as a sense of His goodness; this engages men sensible of it to
fear the Lord, that is, to worship Him both internally and externally in the exercise of every grace, and in the performance of every
duty”.

Keil on sincerity and truth - The whole stress of this exhortation is laid upon nny21 bmna in integritate et veritate, i.e. integro et
vero s. sincero amino (ED: sincerity and truth). For they already worshipped him withwords and deeds; there was no gross
idolatry existing amongst them then. Their heart, however, was not given completely and undividedly to the Lord, but still clung to the
foreign gods, which their fathers had worshipped beyond the river and in Egypt. These they were to put away and to worship
Jehovah with entire and sincere heart....Masius has well said: “Integrity is here opposed to feigned religion, a fault so prevalent
amongst men in the present day, that it might almost be thought to be inherent." (Commentary on Joshua - go to page 484)

Remember that when God gives acommandment, He always gives an enablement. See the notes on circumcision of the
heart and how this relates to Israel's ability to keep these commandments.

Note that the verb serve (abad) is a keyword occurring 19 times in Joshua 24 - (Josh 24:2, 3 times in Josh 24:14, 4 times in
Joshua 24:15, 16, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 24, 31)

Sincerity is translated in NET as integrity. The English word integrity speaks of the state of being whole and undivided (sounds like
a "Caleb-like" spirit in Nu 14:24+ = "followed Me fully") The word truth (‘'emeth) often conveys the sense of one who is faithful.
Together the picture is that of without hypocrisy.

Utley - The JPSOA (The Jewish Publication Society of America) translation has ‘with undivided loyalty.” These terms focus on an
inner attitude and outer lifestyle (cf. Dt. 6:4-5). The term “truth” (BDB 54) is the OT root for faith, believe, trust, which is paralleled to
the NT term (pistis, pistos, pisteud). See

And put away the gods which your fathers served beyond the (Euphrates) River and in Egypt - In Stephen's sermon in Acts,
he alludes to foreign gods that were carried about by the second generation in the wilderness, declaring "YOU ALSO TOOK ALONG
THE TABERNACLE OF MOLOCH AND THE STAR OF THE GOD ROMPHA, THE IMAGES WHICH YOU MADE TO WORSHIP. |
ALSO WILL REMOVE YOU BEYOND BABYLON." (Acts 7:43+)

The same Hebrew verb put away was used in Joshua 23:6+ in his charge to

“Be very firm, (be strong - chazaq) then, to keep and do all that is written in the book of the law of Moses (IN
A WORD - "OBEY"), so that (PURPOSE CLAUSE) you may not turn aside (sur) from it to the right hand or to


https://www.google.com/books/edition/Commentary_on_the_Book_of_Joshua/URlKAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1
https://www.amazon.com/Believers-Study-Bible-James-Version/dp/0840711026
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Commentary_on_the_Book_of_Joshua/URlKAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1
https://bible.org/seriespage/joshua-24
https://www.preceptaustin.org/exodus-4-commentary#harden1

the left."
Yahweh used this same verb (sur) in giving Joshua His "marching orders" at the beginning of this book...

“Only be strong and very courageous; be careful to do according to all the law which Moses My servant
commanded you; do not turn (sur) from it to the right or to the left, so that you may have success wherever
you go. (Joshua 1:7+)

(COMPARE) “So you shall observe to do just as the LORD your God has commanded you OBEY); you
shall not turn (sur) aside to the right or to the left. (Dt 5:32+)

TSK has an interesting note on put away the gods - : From this exhortation of Joshua, we not only learn that the Israelites still
retained some relics of idolatry, but to what gods they were attached. 1. Those whom their fathers worshipped on the other side of
the food, or the river Euphrates, i.e., the gods of the Chaldeans, fire, light, the sun, etc. 2. Those of the Egyptians, Apis, Anubis,
serpents, vegetables, etc. 3. Those of the Amorites, Moabites, Canaanites, etc., Baal-peor, Astarte, etc. How astonishing is it, that
after all that God had done for them, and all the miracles they had seen, there should still be found among them both idols and
idolaters!

Spurgeon - JOSHUA knew that the people who surrounded him, while ostensibly serving Jehovah, were, many of them, secretly
worshipping the ancient idols of their Mesopotamian fathers—those seraphim which were once hidden in Rachel’s tent and were
never quite purged from Jacob’s family. Some of them, also, harbored the Egyptian emblems. And some had even fallen into the
worship of the gods of the people whom they had displaced and were setting up the images of Baalim in their homes. The people
were nominally worshippers of Jehovah, but in reality, many of them had turned aside unto strange gods. Never, in their best days,
had the children of Israel been quite divorced from idols, for, as Stephen said of them, even in the wilderness they took up the
tabernacle of Moloch and the star of their god Remphan, figures which they made to worship (Acts 7:43). Now, being a thorough-
going, decided, down-right man, Joshua could not endure double-mindedness and therefore, he pushed the people to
decision, urging them to serve the Lord with sincerity and, if they did so, to put away altogether all their graven images. He
demanded from them a determination for one thing or the other. He shut them up to a present choice between the true God and the
idols, and gave them no rest in their halfheartedness. Anticipating the cry of Elijah on Carmel, he demanded, in effect, “‘How long
will you waiver between two opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him. But if Baal, follow him.” Joshua, like his friend Caleb,
“remained loyal to the LORD” (Dt 1:36). He might have taken for his motto the word “thorough”; he belonged to Jehovah, heart and
soul and mind and strength. As the successor of Moses and the type of the Lord Jesus, he put on zeal as a cloak and girded himself
with fidelity as a garment; his appointed duty was fulfilled with martial strictness and unswerving steadiness; he had a single eye and
a firm hand; he was strong and of good courage, and the Lord was with him. It was no idle boast when the old warrior and prince in
Israel said, “As for me and my family, we will worship the LORD.”(Decision)

And serve the LORD - God wanted their whole hearts before service. Do not serve idols but the true and living God.

Related Resources:

= Who was Moloch/Molech/Molek? | GotQuestions.org
=« What does the Bible say about child sacrifice? | GotQuestions.org

Sincerity (without blemish, perfect, integrity) (08549) tamim from the verb tamam = to be complete, entire or whole (literal sense
in Lev 3:9, Ezek 15:5), refers to a action which is completed) has both physical (sacrificial animal without defect - Nu 29:2, 8, 13, 17,
etc) and spiritual (blameless, devout, upright) significance. Tamim has the idea of completeness or wholeness and deals primarily

with a state of moral or ceremonial purity (e.g., animal sacrifices - 51x tamim refers to unblemished animals - Passover lamb in Ex
12:5 picturing of course Christ sinless perfection - 1Cor 5:7, "knew no sin" = 2Cor 5:21). Tamim is used in Dt 18:13 in the charge to
Israel that “You shall be blameless (tamim) before the LORD your God."

The Septuagint translates tamim in Joshua 24:14 with euthutes which literally means straightness and
figuratively refers to the quality of life characterized by honesty, integrity, justice, righteousness, uprightness.

Truth (faithfulness, faithfully) (0571) 'emeth from the verb aman = to confirm, support, believe, be faithful) is a feminine noun
meaning truth, faithfulness, that which gives complete reliability. The first use fittingly describes Jehovah's faithfulness (Ge 24:27,
cp Ge 32:10, Ps 30:9, Neh 9:33, Ps 54:5, Ps 91:4) Who is described as the "God of truth" (Ps 31:5) Jacob asks Joseph to deal with
him in faithfulness (Ge 47:29) In Ge 42:16 Joseph tests the brothers to see if their words aretruth. God told Moses to select men
of truth to be judges which He characterized as those who hate dishonest gain (Ex 18:21). Jehovah revealed Himself to Moses as
"The LORD, the LORD God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth."

Put away (repeated in Joshua 24:23) (turn aside, depart, remove, take away)(05493) sur) basically means to change direction, to
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turn away, to go away, to desert, to quit, to keep far away, to stop, to take away, to remove, to be removed, to make depart. Literally
of turning aside or departing from the road a person is traveling (Jdg 18:3, 15) or departing from a road or path by turning aside from
the original course (Ex 3:3). Used figuratively, sur has to do with the moral direction someone is taking as when turning from the
right road (cf "do not turn to the right or the left"). Israel turned aside from the way of their ancestors walked (Jdg. 2:17) and away
from God's commands (Mal 3:7). Israel's leaders exhorted them not to turn aside from the right way (Dt. 17:20; Josh 23:6; 1Sa
12:20, 21). To stay on course is to turn neither to the right or to the left (Dt. 2:27; 5:32: Joshua 1:7+; 2 Ki 22:2).

Strong's has this note forsur- ) to turn aside, depart 1a) (Qal) 1a1) to turn aside, turn in unto 1a2) to depart,
depart from way, avoid 1a3) to be removed 1a4) to come to an end 1b) (Polel) to turn aside 1c) (Hiphil) 1c1) to
cause to turn aside, cause to depart, remove, take away, put away, depose 1c2) to put aside, leave undone,
retract, reject, abolish 1d) (Hophal) to be taken away, be removed

GEORGE BUSH Notes Critical and Practical on the Book of Joshua - Chapter 24

Now therefore fear the Lord, &c. The address of Joshua to Israel has thus far been occupied with a recital of the leading events of
their national history, events going to show, in the most striking manner, the interposition of the divine hand in their behalf. He would
thus lay a foundation for that deep sense of obligation and obedience, which he aims in the remainder of his discourse to impress
upon their minds. From this point, therefore, he begins a practical application of the various facts be had before enumerated, turning
the whole into a powerful appeal to the consciences and the hearts of his hearers.

Serve him in sincerity and in truth. In uprightness, in integrity; not in pretence and outward semblance only, but in reality and in
truth. Do not serve or worship other gods in private, while in public, in the eyes of men, you maintain the form of the worship of the
true God.

Put away the gods which your fathers served, &c. From the general character of this generation, as evinced by their conduct,
and from the commendation bestowed upon them by Joshua,Joshua 23:8, it is difficult to conceive that the positive practice of
idolatry was now fairly chargeable upon them. If the secret sin of Achan, in stealing certain forbidden articles at the siege of Jericho,
brought such fearful tokens of wrath upon the congregation, have we not reason to suppose that the act of paying divine honors to
idols, however hidden from human observation, would have incurred, at least, an equal measure of divine indignation. And if such a
sin were actually prevalent among them, how is it to be accounted for that Joshua had not warned them against it before? But
perhaps the words of Joshua, in just construction, do not necessarily force upon us such a sense. The phrase, ‘Put away the gods,’
&c., may mean simply, keep away, renounce, repudiate, have nothing to do with, being equivalent to a charge to preserve
themselves pure from a contagion to which they were peculiarly liable. We prefer, therefore, to understand the expression of a
vigorous and determined purpose of mind to which the speaker exhorts the chosen people, while at the same time we cannot deny
that there may have been in solitary instances some lingering relics of actual idolatry which Joshua would effectually extinguish by
this solemn mandate. But that the offence was now prevalent to any considerable extent among the people, we have no idea. Not
but that there was sufficient corruption in their natures for such a propensity to live and act upon, but the tenor of the narrative does
not, we conceive, justify the supposition in respect to them at this time. We are warranted, however, in drawing from Joshua’s words
the practical inference, that God requires the heart in his worship, without which there is no acceptable service; and that that is still
an idol, to which our affections cleave more than they do to God himself.

In Egypt. This fact is nowhere else expressly asserted respecting the Israelites in Egypt, although Ezek. 23:3, 8, and Acts 7:42, 43,
go strongly in confirmation of Joshua’s words. Considering the idolatrous tendencies of human nature, it is not surprising that
they should have suffered themselves to become infected with an evil so everywhere rife around them, and it was, perhaps, in part
owing to this that their sufferings were so aggravated and embittered in that ‘house of bondage.’

James Smith - CONSECRATION AND SERVICE Joshua 24:14-28

“How scant and measur’d are our gifts,

Each on the other duty shifts;

Upon ourselves we lavish spend,

And paltry nothings His cause send.
What cost it Him to save thy soul,
Ere thou on Him thy sins didst roll?”

It has been said that “Entire consecration embraces three things—being, doing, and suffering. We must be willing to be, to do, and to
suffer all that God requires. It covers body, soul, and spirit. These are to be used when, where, and as God requires, and only as He
requires. Must be made deliberately for all time coming, without any reserve, and in reliance upon divine strength. This is a faithful
and true witness. Here is—
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I. A Call to Decision.

“Choose ye this day whom ye will serve” (v. 15). Ye cannot serve two masters. To halt between the opinions of
self and God is to tarry upon the plain of destruction, like Lot’'s wife (Luke 16:13). “Know ye not, that to whom
ye yield yourselves, His servants ye are?” (Rom. 6:16). Yielding to sin makes us the servants of sin. Yielding
to God makes us the servants of God.

Il. A Noble Determination.

As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord” (v. 15). The Lord in some way will publicly acknowledge those
who, in the fear of God, command their children and their households (Gen. 18:19). But let this be an
individual decision, “As for me.” “What wilt Thou have me to do?” Every man shall give an account of himself to
God. To serve the Lord implies making Him your Master. Not I, but Christ. One is your Master. Who is He? Self
or Christ?

lll. A Stirring Reflection.

The people answered and said, “The Lord our God, He it is that brought us out of Egypt, ... and did those great
signs, ... and preserved us all the way, ... and drove out the Amorites, ... therefore will we serve the Lord” (vv.
16—18). Their calling to mind the past goodness of God led them to a definite surrender of themselves to Him.
Shall the memory of Christ’s sufferings and victory for us not constrain us to yield ourselves in loyal service to
Him? “Ye are not your own, for ye are bought with a price, therefore glorify God in your bodies and your spirits
which are His.”

IV. A Solemn Declaration.

Joshua said, “Ye cannot serve the Lord, for He is an holy God; He is a jealous God” (v. 19). It is an easy thing
to say that we will serve the Lord, but it is a very different thing to put it into daily practice (see Matt. 26:33—
35). The service of God is an holy service, and only holy ones can render it (Lev. 19:2). “Who shall be able to
stand before this holy Lord God?” (1 Sam. 6:20). Those cleansed by the blood and filled with the Spirit. Ye
cannot serve God if Mammon or self has any authority over you, for He is a jealous God, jealous because He
is Love (1 John 4:8).

V. A Decided Affirmation.

“Nay, but we will serve the Lord. We are witnesses” (vv. 21, 22). They were witnesses against themselves that
they had chosen the Lord to serve Him. Peter and the rest of the disciples affirmed that they would rather die
than deny their Lord, but they all forsook Him, and fled when danger appeared. Self-confidence is ever the arm
of flesh that fails. A strong will may be a blessing or a snare. All depends on whether the strength is merely
human or divine. Be strong and very courageous (Josh. 1:7).

VI. An Indispensable Condition.

“Now therefore put away the strange gods, and incline your heart,” etc. (v. 23). If the Lord is to be served every
other usurping god must be put away, and the whole heart inclined leaning only upon the Lord. Everything that
takes the place the Lord alone should have in our hearts is a strange god to Him; that with which He can have
no fellowship. Service must always be associated with holiness. Work for God is to be the fruit of personal
consecration to God. David would not offer to God what cost him nothing (2 Sa 24:24). The ministry of the Son
of Man was to give His life (Matt. 20:28). So should we first give our own selves to the Lord. “And this they did,
not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God” (2 Cor. 8:5).

Joshua 24:15 "If it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the LORD,choose for yourselves today whom you will serve:
whether the gods which your fathers served which were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you
are living; but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD."

NET Joshua 24:15 If you have no desire to worship the LORD, choose today whom you will worship, whether
it be the gods whom your ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites in whose
land you are living. But | and my family will worship the LORD!"
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NLT Joshua 24:15 But if you refuse to serve the LORD, then choose today whom you will serve. Would you
prefer the gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates? Or will it be the gods of the Amorites in whose
land you now live? But as for me and my family, we will serve the LORD."

ESV Joshua 24:15 And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve,
whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose
land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD."

NIV Joshua 24:15 But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day
whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites,
in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD."

YLT Joshua 24:15 and if wrong in your eyes to serve Jehovah -- choose for you to-day whom ye do serve; --
whether the gods whom your fathers served, which are beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorite in whose
land ye are dwelling; and | and my house -- we serve Jehovah'

LXE Joshua 24:15 But if it seem not good to you to serve the Lord, choose to yourselves this day whom ye
will serve, whether the gods of your fathers that were on the other side of the river, or the gods of the
Amorites, among whom ye dwell upon their land: but | and my house will serve the Lord, for he is holy.

CSB Joshua 24:15 But if it doesn't please you to worship Yahweh, choose for yourselves today the one you
will worship: the gods your fathers worshiped beyond the Euphrates River or the gods of the Amorites in
whose land you are living. As for me and my family, we will worship Yahweh."

NKJ Joshua 24:15 "And if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves this day whom you
will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the River, or the gods of
the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD."

NRS Joshua 24:15 Now if you are unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether
the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you
are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD."

NAB Joshua 24:15 If it does not please you to serve the LORD, decide today whom you will serve, the gods
your fathers served beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose country you are dwelling. As for me
and my household, we will serve the LORD."

NJB Joshua 24:15 But if serving Yahweh seems a bad thing to you, today you must make up your minds
whom you do mean to serve, whether the gods whom your ancestors served beyond the River, or the gods of
the Amorites in whose country you are now living. As regards my family and me, we shall serve Yahweh'

GWN Joshua 24:15 But if you don't want to serve the LORD, then choose today whom you will serve. Even if
you choose the gods your ancestors served on the other side of the Euphrates or the gods of the Amorites in
whose land you live, my family and | will still serve the LORD."
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= choose: Ru 1:15-16 1Ki 18:21 Eze 20:39 Joh 6:67

= whether the gods: Jos 24:14

= or the gods: Ex 23:24,32,33 Ex 34:15 De 13:7 Dt 29:18 Jdg 6:10

= as for me: Ge 18:19 Ps 101:2 Ps 119:106,111,112 Joh 6:68 Ac 11:23
= Joshua 24 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

= Joshua Portrait of the Man God Uses

Related Passages:

Ruth 1:15-16 Then she said, “Behold, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and her gods; return
after your sister-in-law.” 16But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or turn back from following you; for
where you go, | will go, and where you lodge, | will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God, my
God.
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1 Kings 18:21 Elijah came near to all the people and said, “How long will you hesitate between two opinions? If
the LORD is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him.” But the people did not answer him a word.

John 6:67 So Jesus said to the twelve, “You do not want to go away also, do you?” :68 Simon Peter answered
Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have words of eternal life.

Exodus 23:24 “You shall not worship their gods, nor serve them, nor do according to their deeds; but you shall
utterly overthrow them and break their sacred pillars in pieces.

Exodus 23:32 “You shall make no covenant with them or with their gods. 33 “They shall not live in your land,
because they will make you sin against Me; for if you serve their gods, it will surely be a snare to you.”

Exodus 34:13-15 “But rather, you are to tear down their altars and smash their sacred pillars and cut down
their Asherim 14—for you shall not worship any other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous
God- 150therwise you might make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land and they would play the harlot
with their gods and sacrifice to their gods, and someone might invite you to eat of his sacrifice,

Deuteronomy 13:6-7 “If your brother, your mother’s son, or your son or daughter, or the wife you cherish, or
your friend who is as your own soul, entice you secretly, saying, ‘Let us go and serve other gods’ (whom
neither you nor your fathers have known, 7of the gods of the peoples who are around you, near you or far
from you, from one end of the earth to the other end),

Deuteronomy 29:18 so that there will not be among you a man or woman, or family or tribe, whose heart turns
away today from the LORD our God, to go and serve the gods of those nations; that there will not be among
you a root bearing poisonous fruit and wormwood.

Judges 6:10 and | said to you, “l am the LORD your God; you shall not fear the gods of the Amorites in whose
land you live. But you have not obeyed Me.””

Psalm 119:112 | have inclined my heart to perform Your statutes Forever, even to the end.

IT IS YOUR CHOICE:
SERVE THE LORD

If it is disagreeable in your sight to serve (abad) the LORD - NET = "If you have no desire to worship the LORD" It was "D-Day"
for Israel - Decision Day. Who would they choose to serve?

Choose for yourselves today whom you will serve (abad) : whether the gods which your fathers served(abad) which were
beyond the (Euphrates) River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living- NLT = "But if you refuse to serve the
LORD, then choose today whom you will serve. Would you prefer the gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates? Or will it
be the gods of the Amorites in whose land you now live?"

THOUGHT - While choose is a command, God will not force them (or us) to make the right choice. He always
leaves the choice to our will - will | walk His way or my way? His way is the highway of holiness, while my
way is the road to ruin! Beware. Be wise, beloved and you will be blessed!

Spurgeon -.Joshua demanded from them a determination for one thing or the other, and cried, “If it seems evil unto you to serve
Jehovah, choose you this day whom you will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the
flood, or the gods of the Amorites among whom you dwell.” He shut them up to a present choice between the true God and the idols
and gave them no rest in their halfheartedness. Anticipating the cry of Elijah upon Carmel, he demanded, in effect, “How long halt
you between two opinions? If God is God, serve Him, but if Baal is God, serve him.” He demanded a decision and rightly so. Can
either earth or heaven be quiet while such a matter is in suspense? To compel them to assert their decision, he declared his own. A
man’s own personal example is eloquent beyond the power of words. Hear the grand old man. He cries, “You may hesitate, but my
mind is made up once and for all. Judge you as you will, my verdict is already given and my children agree with me—as for me and
my house, we will serve Jehovah. We have no reverence for the demons of Canaan or the myths of Egypt, who could not preserve
their own worshippers—our hearts are loyal to the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, who brought us up out of Egypt and gave us
this land for a heritage. So far as myself and my sons and my daughters are concerned, the die is cast and Jehovah alone will we
serve.” This clear avowal on the part of Joshua was not a trick of eloquence or a resolve made for the first time in order to influence
his audience—he had so lived that his declaration carried weight with all who heard it, else it had been idle to have uttered it. He
had always been a man of firm steps and determined mind. ....Each age had its man whose heart was fixed, trusting in the Lord, to
serve as a landmark for weaker saints to steer by, and a rock against which the tumult of the people raged in vain(Decision)

but (striking term of contrast) as for me and my house, we will serve (abad) the LORD - Joshua now substantiates his previous
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words of exhortation with his words of affirmation of loyalty to Yahweh, which would have been a powerful example to the people
who greatly respected their commander over the past 25+ years. The head of the house will influence those under his influence.
Scripture never mentions Joshua's wife or children but presumably he had a family for here he says my house.

=« Maranatha Chorus - As For Me and My House (The Family Prayer Song)

We see an echo in Jesus' words "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be
devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.." (Mt 6:24+)

Believer's Study Bible - Joshua was not inviting, but demanding that Israel serve the Lord. The choice he laid before them only
existed if they refused his demand. The issue was whether to obey or to choose. If they refused to obey the Lord, they had to
choose which pagan god to serve. Our contemporary pluralistic society presents us with a confusing display of values, goals, and
life-styles. It is not a godless society, but a society full of gods pleading for our attention. The issue is whether to obey our mighty
and loving Creator, or to be lost in a hellbound madhouse of confusion.

Henry Morris - choose you this day. This is the same choice confronting each person in every age. One can choose to serve the
true God of creation and redemption (now revealed in Jesus Christ), or the pagan nature-gods of the world system (evolutionary
pantheism), or attempt to serve both (as Terah and Nahor had done). But the true God "is a jealous God" (Joshua 24:19). He will not
share His glory with another. Joshua's exhortation is still needed: "Put away...the strange gods which are among you, and incline
your heart unto the LORD God of Israel" (Joshua 24:23).

Morris - gods which your fathers served. Abraham's father Terah had indeed served the gods of the Chaldeans when he was in
Ur, on the other side of the "flood" (meaning the great river Euphrates). Pantheism and polytheism did become widespread soon
after Nimrod introduced it at Babel. At Ur, the principal deity was the moon god, but there were also shrines to many other gods.

Matthew Henry's Concise Commentary - Verses 15-28. It is essential that the service of God's people be performed with a willing
mind. For LOVE is the only genuine principle whence all acceptable service of God can spring. The Father seeks only such to
worship him, as worship him in spirit and in truth. The carnal mind of man is enmity against God, therefore, is not capable of such
spiritual worship. Hence the necessity of being born again. But numbers rest in mere forms, as tasks imposed upon them. Joshua
puts them to their choice; but not as if it were indifferent whether they served God or not. Choose you whom ye will serve, now the
matter is laid plainly before you. He resolves to do this, whatever others did. Those that are bound for heaven, must be willing to
swim against the stream. They must not do as the most do, but as the best do. And no one can behave himself as he ought in any
station, who does not deeply consider his religious duties in family relations. The Israelites agree with Joshua, being influenced by
the example of a man who had been so great a blessing to them; We also will serve the Lord. See how much good great men do, by
their influence, if zealous in religion. Joshua brings them to express full purpose of heart to cleave to the Lord. They must come off
from all confidence in their own sufficiency, else their purposes would be in vain. The service of God being made their deliberate
choice, Joshua binds them to it by a solemn covenant. He set up a monument of it. In this affecting manner Joshua took his last
leave of them; if they perished, their blood would be upon their own heads. Though the house of God, the Lord's table, and even the
walls and trees before which we have uttered our solemn purposes of serving him, would bear witness against us if we deny him,
yet we may trust in him, that he will put his fear into our hearts, that we shall not depart from him. God alone can give grace, yet he
blesses our endeavours to engage men to his service.

GEORGE BUSH Notes Critical and Practical on the Book of Joshua - Chapter 24

If it seem evil in your eyes Unjust, unreasonable, or attended with too many inconveniences.

Choose ye this day whom ye will serve. Not implying that it was previously a matter of indifference, whether they served God or
no, or that they were really at liberty to refuse his service if they saw fit. He adopts this rhetorical mode of speech, in order to
impress upon them more forcibly a sense of their duty, and the utter absurdity, as well as impiety, of devoting themselves to any
other than the true God. It is a striking way of bringing the matter to an issue. His aim is to bring them to a decided stand; to a free,
intelligent, firm, and lasting choice of God as their portion. In effecting this he makes use of a style of address which evidently
implies that the service of idols compared with the service of God is so irrational, absurd, and brutish, that no man in the calm
exercise of his understanding could hesitate which to choose. If reason and conscience could but be allowed to speak, they would
not fail to speak on the side of God. A similar course, having the same object in view, was pursued by Elijah, 1 Kings 18:21, who
‘came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? If the Lord be God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow
him.” The grand inference to be drawn from this mode of address is,—that the service of God is matter of voluntary choice, and that
it is his will that we should all seriously and solemnly make this choice. He would have us weigh the matter well, compare the
respective claims of his service and the service of sin and the world, and if our candid judgment, as it surely will, pronounces on the
side of that which is good, and true, and right, and saving, to resolve at once to embrace it, and adhere to it with a constancy


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U-MBOV0cAGo
https://www.amazon.com/Believers-Study-Bible-James-Version/dp/0840711026
https://archive.org/details/notescriticalpr1852bush/page/206/mode/1up

stronger than death. As the evidences in favor of religion are so clear and indisputable, and its infinite advantages so obvious, the
man who declines making the choice here enjoined must be considered as deliberately preferring Satan to Christ, death to life, hell
to heaven. He who acknowledges the paramount claims of God and his Gospel, and yet does not act accordingly, does not sincerely
and solemnly choose his service, as that better part which cannot be taken from him, must stand self-condemned both here and
hereafter.

As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord. Ye may act your pleasure in this matter, but whatever may be your election, | am
decided as to my own course. As far as myself and my household are concerned, the question whom we shall serve is settled.
Whatever halting or wavering there may be in other cases, there is none in mine. This declaration of their venerated leader, while
devoid of the least air of dictation, and apparently leaving them the most unrestrained liberty of choice, was in fact the most powerful
argument he could have used to influence their minds in the direction he wished. For the force of example is in proportion to the
depth of respect and estimation in which an individual is held, and he could not fail to perceive that the reverence with which he was
regarded would give to his example a weight and authority almost amounting to absolute law. Gratitude for his services, confidence
in his wisdom, and love for his person would all combine to make his conduct a pattern for theirs and how blessed is it when those
who possess these immense advantages for exerting a salutary influence on others, are disposed, like Joshua, to make it available
to the salvation of their fellow-men! This noble resolution of the captain of Israel obviously suggests the following reflections; (1) The
service of God is nothing below the most distinguished of men. It is no diminution of their greatness, no disparagement of their rank,
reputation, or honor, to be decidedly pious, and to be openly and avowedly so. On the contrary, it heightens every other distinction,
and makes all honor still more honorable. (2) In regard to the great interests of religion and the soul, we are to be concerned for
others, particularly our households, as well as for ourselves. It should be our earnest aim to unite our families, our wives, children,
and servants, those that come under our special care and influence, with us in every pious resolution and labor. Heads of
households should feel not only anxiety, but deep responsibility, in respect to those thus entrusted to their charge. (3) Those that
lead and rule in other things should be first in the service of God, and go before in every good work. (4) We should resolve to do
right and to do good, whatever others may do. Though others may desert the cause of God, we should stand by it at all hazards,
whatever charge of singularity or expression of popular odium it may bring upon us. ‘Those that are bound for heaven must be
willing to swim against the stream, and must not do as the most do, but as the best do.’ Henry.

Joshua 24:2,13-18 D-Day

Choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve . . .. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.
—Joshua 24:15

Recently | asked my older sister, Mary Ann, if she remembered when our family moved into the house where we lived for many
years. She replied, “You were about 9 months old, and | remember that Mother and Daddy stayed up all night packing boxes and
listening to the radio. It was June 6, 1944, and they were listening to live coverage of the Normandy Invasion.”

Today marks the 70th anniversary of what has become known as D-Day—a military term for the day on which a planned operation
will begin. Over the years, D-Day has also come to mean a moment of decision or commitment in our personal lives.

At one point in ancient Israel, their leader Joshua, now an old man, challenged the people to another kind of D-Day. After years of
struggle to possess their inheritance in the land God had promised them, Joshua urged them to faithfully serve the One who had
been so faithful to them (Josh. 24). “Choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve,” he said. “But as for me and my house, we
will serve the Lord” (Josh 24:15).

The day we decide to follow the Savior is the greatest turning point in our life. And each day after, we can joyfully renew our
commitment to serve Him.

Lord, what a privilege it is to say “yes” to You each day. Thank You for loving me and forgiving me. Guide me in all my choices today
and help me to serve You faithfully. Life’s biggest decision is what you do with Jesus.

INSIGHT: Joshua 22-24 records Joshua’s speech to the Israelites as they begin to occupy the Promised Land. Reminding them that
the land was God’s gift to them (Josh 24:13), Joshua urged the people not to worship their ancestral gods from Mesopotamia or the
gods of the Egyptians and the Canaanites, but instead to fear and serve the Lord in sincerity and in truth (Josh 24:14-15).

G Campbell Morgan - Jos. 24:15

These were the words of a fine irony. In spite of a constant use of them, they did not constitute an appeal to choose between God
and idols. Joshua was supposing that they had decided not to serve God, -and he called them then to choose between the gods
their fathers had abandoned, and those which they had found in the land. He had traced their history from the call of Abraham to that
time. This history he had expressed in the form of the speech of Jehovah; and in the compass of eleven verses the Divine pronoun



"I" occurs no less than seventeen times. It was a great statement of the truth that everything of greatness in their history was of God
From that fact, Joshua made the natural deduction: "Now therefore fear Jehovah, and serve Him." But if not—then let them choose
between these other gods. The implicate of the appeal was the recognition of a great necessity in all human life. Man must worship,
he must have a god. That is universally true. If men will not serve the Lord, then let them choose whom they will serve, only let them
make their decision in the clear light of what the kingship of God really means of light, and love and life and liberty. This is a great
method of appeal. If to-day men say of God's annointed and appointed King. "We will not have this Man to reign over us," then let us
urge them to choose as between the alternatives which are offered them; only let them compare the results of the reign of Christ
over human life with those of any other authority to which loyalty may be yielded. Such comparison compels us to Joshua's decision:
" As for me and my house, we will serve Jehovah."

A young soldier from Glasgow was talking to a comrade. In their ears was the muffled sound, the “Dead March in Saul,” as a
comrade was carried to his last resting-place; and this Glasgow soldier, converted up there at Maryhill, was talking to his friend, and
pleading with him to come to Christ. The young Highlander there in the funeral march was terribly impressed, and he said, “Jack, |
will be a Christian when | leave the service.” He had just nine months to put in. He said, “I am determined to be a Christian when |
leave the service.” Ah! that was his decision. Next week there came orders for the 79th to embark for Egypt. The two friends were in
the march across the sands to the Arab encampment of Tel-el-Kebir, marching side by side--the one with the acceptance of
salvation in his heart, and the other putting it off till he should leave the service. Softly did they walk across these sands, silently did
they steal through the darkness of midnight to the camp of the slumbering Arabs; but the sentinels were on the alert, and they saw a
flash of light, and five hundred rifles from the Arab encampment poured their bullets on the advancing Highlanders; and there, dead
and cold, was the body of the man who put off the acceptance till he should leave the service. Oh, comrade, what a fatal decision!
(J. Robertson.)

As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.

Joe Stowell - Where Have All the Heroes Gone?
“As for me and my household, we will serve the Lord” Joshua 24:15

What's with celebrities? The last few years have been littered with famous people behaving badly . .
I’'m sure it would only take a minute for you and | to come up with a dozen recent examples...

I’'m not a real uptight person. | have a pretty wide berth for weirdness and foolish behavior. | guess I've seen enough of it in my own
life and have come to believe that if we knew the extent of the fall we would be surprised that anything good happens at all. But this
is ridiculous!

And, while I'm in this mood, what’s with the tabloids that grab our attention while we are waiting in the grocery line? Who are these
people who have been caught naked by a hiding photographer at some secluded beach? and who cares who'’s getting divorced,
sleeping with someone’s best friend, or having another baby out of wedlock?

But that’s just it, isn’t it?! Lots of people seem to care. They find it all interesting and stimulating. That's why this stuff sells. All this
behaving badly tickles the public fancy, grabs headlines, and fills up tons of minutes on talk shows. Which leaves me wondering . .
. Isn’t there anything more important for us to be taken with, for us to talk about? Where have all the really cool heroes gone?

| hate to sound like | am above it all and on to better things—which would come across as arrogant and judgmental—so forgive me.
That’s not my intention. But there is a great alternative to cohabiting in the sludge of the seamy side of life.

| find that living and thinking in the world of God’s Word, God’s ways, and God’s will is like fresh air to my soul. And | do in fact have
a Hero who after all these years | find to still be compelling, amazing, adventuresome, challenging, and worthy of my praise and
admiration. Today, Jesus is more wonderful to me than He has ever been before!

| don’t want to live with a pointed finger at a world that seems to be spinning out of control with no moral compass. What our wild
world needs is not another self-righteous declaration of how terrible it all is. After all, what do we expect from people who without
Jesus are left to their own desires and instincts? What | want is to get my life in gear with the solid stuff that keeps my heart intrigued
with the pure fresh water of God’s Word and to walk the path of life that Jesus walks, to “keep in step with the Spirit” (Galatians
5:25).

My heart beats with Joshua, who in the midst of lots of sordid pagan options declared, “As for me and my household, we will serve
the Lord.” And like Jesus, | want to remember to love and care for sinners. What our world really needs is the life-changing power of
a new life in Jesus. So that will be my prayer!



YOUR JOURNEY...What is your reaction to news about celebs? Are you intrigued? Self-righteous? Disgusted? Ask the Lord to turn
your heart toward prayer for those who need the life-changing power of new life in Him. What do you admire about your heroes?
What do you admire the most about Jesus? Read Philippians 4:8, and do what it says! Next time you're tempted to indulge in the
toxic stuff of this world, choose instead to feed your mind on things are true, noble, right, pure, lovely, admirable, excellent, and
praiseworthy!

TODAY IN THE WORD Joshua 24:15; Proverbs 4:10-19

In “The Road Not Taken,” the poet Robert Frost ponders how his life might have been different had he made different choices. Frost
concludes,

“Two roads diverged in a wood, and |,
| took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference.”

This poem reminds us of an important truth: life is a journey and the path we take makes all the difference. Not all paths lead to the
same place. As believers in Jesus Christ, we are ultimately on the path to eternal life. But during our lives in this world, we make
choices that lead either to abundant life or to spiritual dryness. Proverbs is like a road map that shows us what these two paths look
like.

Today’s passage develops this path metaphor. Yesterday we saw that those who sought wisdom found life—a promise echoed in
Joshua 24:10. Here we see that the way of wisdom is a straight path (Joshua 24:11) because it leads to rightness or justice. Thus
the way of wisdom allows one to walk unhindered by deception or fear of falling because of sin. Because wisdom leads to life, it's to
be guarded and applied (Joshua 24:13).

In addition to seeking wisdom, we must avoid evil. We shouldn’t put even our big toe on this path! This may seem overstated until
we consider that initially evil rarely looks bad. In fact, most sins look adventurous and enticing . . . at first. But Proverbs shows us
what the end of the road looks like. And here, the end of the evil path really doesn’t look that exciting. Here are people so consumed
by greed, lust, revenge, or some other evil, that they can’t even sleep at night. Unless they harm someone, they aren’t content. We
may call this thinking psychopathic today, but Proverbs shows that this is where the path of evil leads.

As if to drive this home, Joshua 24:18-19 compare the two paths. Using the familiar imagery of light and dark, the stark difference
between the two paths couldn’t be more vividly drawn.

TODAY ALONG THE WAY We would like to emphasize an earlier point: as believers, our ultimate destination is eternal glory with
Jesus. But between now and then, we make choices that either promote or hinder abundant life. So it's worth considering which of
these two paths you are on today. Are you asking the Lord to show you how to bless other people’s lives, or are you harboring
grudges and vengeful thoughts? These are hard questions. But if you know you’re on the wrong path, it's not too late to change
direction and head down the path to life!

Oswald Chambers - The Will To Loyalty
Choose you this day whom ye will serve. — Joshua 24:15

Will is the whole man active. | cannot give up my will, | must exercise it. | must will to obey, and | must will to receive God’s Spirit.
When God gives a vision of truth it is never a question of what He will do, but of what we will do. The Lord has been putting before
us all some big propositions, and the best thing to do is to remember what you did when you were touched by God before — the time
when you were saved, or first saw Jesus, or realized some truth. It was easy then to yield allegiance to God; recall those moments
now as the Spirit of God brings before you some new proposition.

"Choose you this day whom ye will serve." It is a deliberate calculation, not something into which you drift easily; and everything else
is in abeyance until you decide. The proposition is between you and God; do not confer with flesh and blood about it. With every
new proposition other people get more and more "out of it," that is where the strain comes. God allows the opinion of His saints to
matter to you, and yet you are brought more and more out of the certainty that others understand the step you are taking. You have
no business to find out where God is leading, the only thing God will explain to you is Himself.

Profess to Him — ‘I will be loyal.” Immediately you choose to be loyal to Jesus Christ, you are a witness against yourself. Don’t
consult other Christians, but profess before Him — | will serve Thee. Will to be loyal — and give other people credit for being loyal too.

Theodore Epp We Must Choose Joshua 24:14,15 2 Corinthians 6:14-18



Joshua admonished the people first of all to fear the Lord. This does not mean to be afraid of Him but to place reverential trust in
Him. With such trust in the Lord they would follow Him with confidence. With such fear of the Lord there would be a hatred for evil.

So what he was asking the Israelites to do was to have an attitude of heart of complete trust in God. Because of this, then, they
would avoid evil and walk in faith.

The second admonition was to serve the Lord. Israel was to serve Him in sincerity and in truth. After a proper attitude of heart
comes the activity of the mind and the body.

To serve in truth means to serve in perfection and with stability. For us this means to serve the Lord now with a perfect heart.

We must put on the whole armor of God so that we can stand against the wiles of the Devil. We need this in order to fight the battles
of the Lord successfully.

Joshua warned the Israelites, in the third place, to put away those things that God did not allow. The idolatry so characteristic of
Canaan, with all its attendant evil, unbelief, carelessness and backsliding, was to be put away.

It was not a matter of following majority opinion but of finding out what God wanted and doing it. Joshua made it very plain that the
Israelites had to choose whom they would serve. We, too, face the same issue.

"Jesus saith unto him, | am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me" (John 14:6).

Vance Havner - Joshua's Decision "As for Me and My House"

Almost two hundred years ago a redheaded Virginian stood in an old church in Richmond and made a speech that helped to turn
the tide of history. He was tired of finagling with George lll. He was tired of the olive-branch men and peaceful coexistence. He
reached his climax when he declared, "I know not what course others may take but as for me, give me liberty or give me death!"
[Italics, mine.] No applause followed that speech. The effect was too profound. The grandfather of Robert E. Lee arose and
supported it. One man expressed a desire to be buried on that spot when he died—and he was. Patrick Henry had made a great
decision. America is the p